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     CIEE Study Center in Barcelona, Spain 

Architecture & Design  

SETTLING IN     

Three weeks after their arrival, all the 

participants in the program are settled 

and all their classes have begun. 

Throughout the first two weeks of the 

program, many efforts were dedicated to 

an in depth orientation in facilitating 

cultural immersion and making students 

realize that intercultural development can 

(and should) happen while abroad! A 

“Breaking Out the Bubble” session was 

organized, based around tips to interact 

and integrate on a deeper level. We also 

had lots of optional activities such as 

theme groups, where students get 

together practicing common hobbies and 

meet locals who do the same, to 

Intercambio meetings, where those 

wanting to practice their language skills 

can meet to chat with locals. 

     

ARCHITECTURE STUDIO 

 The project students work on for their 

studio class is always a project for a real 

site in Barcelona. This gives them a 

unique opportunity to learn about the city 

and its culture in a broad sense. This 

semester, the project is based on Plaça de 

Blanquerna, an abandoned site in the very 

dense and multicultural Barcelona 

neighborhood of El Raval. The project 

deals across different scales to create a 

hybrid community design including 

government sponsored housing for young 

people and a public space.  The project 

should contemplate strategies for the 

urban design of the plaza and for housing, 

and the public space should contemplate 

elements for use of the neighborhood. 

 

AN INTERN AT AV62 

    Sarah (Tulane University) is an intern 

this semester at AV62,. Sarah is very 

excited about this opportunity to be a part 

of this young team, since only two weeks 

ago AV 62 won the First Prize in the 

competition for the design of the National 

Museum of Afghanistan. The jury 

statement said: “The strength of this 

design proposal rests on the balance that 

has been achieved between the 

architectural form and the presentation of 

the collections that will be housed in the 

proposed new Museum building.  This has 

been achieved by an exterior appearance 

that is distinctive yet understated and 

which responds to the local context, along 

with a coherent scheme of interior spatial 

articulation that takes into account the 

nature of the materials that might be 

displayed. Moreover, the design is a 

relatively simple building solution that is 

both affordable and realistic to construct 

with the materials and skills locally 

available – this design will enable the 

collection to be safely stored as soon as 

possible.” 

 
The AV62 Architecture Firm 

 

 
The abandoned plot at Plaça de 

Blanquerna which students will use as 

the canvas for their design work in 

the Architecture Studio. 

 

 
AD students practice their Spanish 

with locals during a CIEE language 

exchange night. 

 

 

AD students on a 

fieldtrip to an old 

Modernista textile 

factory turned 

into a cultural 

center (Caixa 

Forum). 

 

     

CIEE Study Center in Barcelona 

www.ciee.org 

Magda Bernaus, Resident Director 

 

http://www.av62arquitectos.com/en/projects/national-museum-of-afghanistan-khabul-afghanistan-2-278-0
http://www.av62arquitectos.com/en/projects/national-museum-of-afghanistan-khabul-afghanistan-2-278-0

