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Why Study Baseball?
And Why in the Dominican Republic?

If ever a singular national pastime could 
truly exist, the pastime would be 
baseball, and the nation, the Dominican 
Republic. After the sportʼs conception in 
the United States, it did not take long for 
the game to arrive to the D.R. and other 
nations in the Caribbean, and the 
contributions that Dominicans have 
made on an international scale to the 
sport of baseball, especially in the last 
several decades, are impossible to 
deny.

When Dominican baseball is presented 
to an international audience it is often 
steeped in both myth and controversy. 
Stories abound of young boys from 
humble families finding glory on the 
diamond to save themselves, their 
families, and sometimes even their 
communities, from poverty; they also 
abound of  a dark side of baseball, one 
in which boys are encouraged to drop 
out of school to focus on baseball,  stop 
at nothing to make it, and ultimately 
challenge the goodwill of a sport that for 
so many represents some of the 
strongest ideals of society. The truth is, 

baseball in the Dominican 
Republic and throughout the 
Caribbean is complex and 
diverse. This program was 
designed to give students 
firs t -hand exper ience in 
baseball as it is played out in 
the Dominican Republic. 
Through exposure to all sides 
o f D o m i n i c a n b a s e b a l l 
students learn of the ways in 
which such a small country 
can have such a large impact 
on an international scale, and  
e x p e r i e n c e h o w t h e 
convergence of globalizing 
baseball forces, led by Major 
League Baseball and a rich 
and in im i tab le baseba l l 
tradition in the Dominican 

Republic, can affect the way in which a 
sport—one that has been enjoyed here 
in the D.R. for almost as long as it has 
been in the U.S.—surges on.  Ultimately, 
CIEE students were able to decide for 
themselves the significance and impact 
that baseball has on Dominican society, 
and on a larger scale examine sportʼs 
place in defining culture and society.

Students in CIEEʼs inaugural Sports and 
Society: Baseball in Context program, 
which ran for six weeks from June 17th-
July 28th, 2012 in Santo Domingo 
Dominican Republic,  arrived ready to 
experience how something so familiar to 
them—basebal l—was perce ived, 
esteemed, and played differently in a 
new cultural context. With four students 
it was a small group, but a motivated 
one, and by taking the familiar and 
applying it to an unknown setting, they 
were able to better understand how 
each culture lends its own experience 
and realities when placing importance 
on common cultural phenomena. They 
also gained experience in a baseball 
world that few have had the opportunity 
to experience so thoroughly.  From 
playing neighborhood variations of the 
game with children to working alongside 
the next wave of baseball talent that will 
hopefully grace major league diamonds, 
this summerʼs students were able to see 
Dominican baseball in all of its forms.

Photos: Cover:  Looks can be deceiving. This field, on the outskirts of Santo Domingo, was the practice grounds for two of this yearʼs most 
valuable prospects, each of whom signed contracts with major league teams this July. Photo by Jesse. Top of  page:  A practice out in the 
countryside. Above: Max plays ball with some local kids while doing community work with a little league.







Narrative of baseball 
One of the challenges of understanding how baseball 
can take on unique meanings across cultures is first 
understanding what baseball means to us as 
Americans. Why do we as a culture embrace 
baseball? Why do we consume it? One of the key 
ingredients that accounts for our devotion to baseball, 
as discussed throughout the semester, is its narrative 
quality. While baseball provides opportunities to 
observe action and athleticism, purchase branded 
merchandise, and live vicariously  through fantasy 
teams, the game of baseball, perhaps more so than 
any other sport, is driven by narrative-- the 
memorable, improbable, and inspiring stories that we 

pass on to others in hopes that they  will hold the 
game in the same high regard as we do. In fact, the 
reason that many  of the problems that have emerged 
in baseball are so troubling is because they represent 
breaches in the positive narrative, a narrative that 
must prevail in order for baseball to maintain its 
relevance. 

Students had this idea in mind as they  applied 
meaning to what they were learning and observing 
throughout the summer, and in this newsletter, several 
of the Dominican narratives that we learned, and that 
make Dominican baseball as much a passion as its 
North American counterpart, will be shared. 

Photos: Left: A  group  of kids plays baseball at the base of the Juan Bosch bridge. Bosch argued that during the first  of two U.S. military 
invasions of  the D.R. in the 20th Century, baseball was an opportunity for Dominicans to show their disdain of the occupation as they 
beat teams of  Americans. Top right: Whoʼs on first? Hungry Cowʼs on first. Ruddy Ramirezʼ little league field, donated by Pedro 
Martinez.  Bottom left: A  group  of kids play at  Epy Guerreroʼs training facility.  This photo won first prize in the University of Oregonʼs UO 
Study Abroad Photo Contest this year. All photos by Jesse. 

http://books.google.com.do/books?id=kloGyBSEsRsC&pg=PA17&lpg=PA17&dq=rob+ruck+juan+bosch&source=bl&ots=60SFMiRyvq&sig=zLY2aS198QP8r0aVIm2f80Tr9Os&hl=es#v=onepage&q=rob%20ruck%20juan%20bosch&f=false


Students participated in two classes relating to baseball in the 
Caribbean, each one examining baseball from a different angle. In the 
Culture of Sport in the Caribbean course, we discussed baseball’s 
origins in the Caribbean as well as how  it came to become a cultural 
fixture throughout the region, for example its place in politics, 
comparisons of what baseball means to different cultures, and the 
experiences of  Dominican and Latin American athletes in the U.S. and 
abroad. The class concluded with students designing and presenting 
their own college-level course on sports and society. The Ethics of 
Sports and Development course examined baseball in the D.R. from a 
developmental approach, questioning and examining the ways in which 
players are developed into professionals and all of  the different 
individuals and institutions involved in this process. There are many 
conflicting opinions on this subject, and students showed themselves 
very adept at seeing and arguing the differing sides of  often sensitive 
subjects. The course culminated with an in-class debate on the potential 
threats and merits of  Major League Baseball’s proposed incorporation of 
the Dominican and other international prospects into an international or 
universal draft, one of  the most pressing issues concerning the future 
direction of the D.R.-MLB relationship. Students also presented  
portfolios representing their experiences during the program. Class 
sessions, readings, and presentations were supplemented by extra-
curricular activities, including weekly outdoor screenings of movies and 
documentaries related to baseball in the D.R. and Latin America, as well as many field visits.

Narrative: Ozzie Virgil

The first Dominican ballplayers who moved to the U.S. for major league careers didnʼt follow such a structured 
path as todayʼs youth, and they  certainly  did not benefit from the MLB team academies that house, feed, train, 
and educate todayʼs Latino players, all in preparation for sending them to the U.S. In 1956, Ozzie Virgil became 
the first Dominican to play  in the majors, 
breaking through with the New York Giants. 
We had the opportunity  to meet Ozzie, who 
now works as a special advisor at the Mets 
academy, to hear of his experiences coming up 
in baseball in a time when non-white, non-
English speaking players were challenged 
daily  in ways that most current players struggle 
to grasp. 

It should have come as little surprise when, 
suddenly  attacked by a morning thunderstorm 
during our conversation with him, he quickly 
and unapologetically  guided us to the nearest 
dry  area—which happened to be the ladiesʼ
room—to continue our conversation about the 
flexibility, resourcefulness, and defiance that 
Ozzie needed to defend himself as an MLB 
rookie in the late 1950s.  

Jesse debates the potential for inclusion of Dominican 
prospects in an MLB draft. Currently, Dominican teens 
are signed as amateur free agents, but MLB 
Commissioner Bud Seligʼs  preference to include them 
in a draft  would drastically reshape the process in which 
Dominican prospects become professionals. 

After the rain subsided and we left the sanitary confines of the ladiesʼ
room, students and Professor April Yoder gathered for a photo with Ozzie 
Virgil, the first Dominican to play in the major leagues. 

Classes 



Buscones- Can it all be true?

The buscón system is crucial to Dominican baseball. 
Independent trainers, or buscones, are men who train young 
boys, usually ages 13-17, preparing them for tryouts with major 
league teams. When one of his recruits signs with a team, the 
buscón gets a cut, usually 25-40%, of the playersʼ signing 
bonus, which ranges from several thousand dollars up  into the 
millions. If a player fails, the buscón gets nothing. From afar, 
buscones have received much criticism, for encouraging kids to 
forgo an education in pursuit of an often-unattainable dream; for 
taking economic advantage of vulnerable and desperate players 
and their families; and occasionally even for encouraging their 
recruits to lie about their age or consume illegal performance 

enhancing substances in order to increase their signing bonus. The truth, however, is that the buscón system is much more 
complex than many not directly associated with Dominican baseball are willing to acknowledge. In visiting the private 
academies of several buscones, students were able to see the variety of trainers, facilities, and business models that these 
independent trainers employ, as well as observe and discuss some of the challenges and contributions that relate to 
buscones and their presence in Dominican baseball. Photo: CIEE students take grounders with a young group of prospects 
at an indepentent training academy outside Santo Domingo.

What happens when the dream doesn’t come true?

Although baseball is often referred to as a ”way off the island,”  i.e 
an escape from poverty, sadly, the majority of players who devote 
their lives to baseball donʼt make it. When studying the myth of 
“baseball as a social equalizer” one week in class, we visited with 
several prospects whose dreams of stardom were not fully 
realized. Some of them scrape away a living at whatever they can 
find (we visited with a prospect-turned-taxi driver and saw the 
humble shoe repair shop  of another former player), while others 
put their baseball acumen to use. Among those we visited with is 
Daniel Portorreal (center), an ex pitcher whose involvement in an 
immigration scandal wiped out his chances of making it to the big 
leagues. Daniel now works as a buscón, or private trainer, 

preparing young boys to sign with major league clubs. However, he also tries to provide them with the guidance that he felt 
he never received as a young prospect so that while they may follow in his footsteps as a premier player, they donʼt make 
the same personal mistakes as he did. Having just helped to sign two of the nationʼs highest-ranked prospects in July, his 
efforts will hopefully help to produce athletes who are not only talented, but who can serve as role models as well.

Classroom discussion was important, but it is hard to come to such a lively hotbed for baseball and spend the 
whole time talking about it between four walls, aware of all the action that is happening beyond those walls. So we 
made sure that students got to spend a good portion of  their class time experiencing baseball’s many 
manifestations in the Dominican Republic, and they even had several chances to showcase their own skills on the 
field.  Class field visits exposed students to all levels of  baseball here—we visited MLB academies; MLB’s Office 
of the Commissioner in Santo Domingo; privately-run buscón acadamies, where young prospects are groomed 
into MLB tryout-worthy competitors; neighborhood youth leagues where the romanticism of  baseball is still more 
present than the prospect of  a million-dollar signing bonus; administrative offices for the Dominican Professional 
League; and the humble hometowns of  many superstars, to name a few. Here are a few  highlights of  our class 
visits: 

Field Visits



Where did it all start?

While baseball was introduced to the Dominican Republic by 
Cubans in the late 1800s and was initially developed in the 
capital, it was shortly after that the game took root in the sugar 
mill estates of San Pedro de Macoris as an outlet for the cane 
cutters and mill workers. It was here that many argue that the 
game truly began to develop  and has contributed to baseball as 
it stands today in the D.R. In fact the area of San Pedro de 
Macoris is now famous not for its sugar production but for having 
produced more Major League Baseball players per capita than 
anywhere else in the world. Though the sugar industry has 
largely crumbled, baseball can still be observed daily. During our 
visit to Ingenio Consuelo, one of the sugar mill towns, we visited 

the ruins of the Consuelo sugar mill, meeting with descendants of the original Cocolo population (immigrants from the 
Brittish Antilles) that contributed so greatly to the baseball culture in the area. We also learned how, with the sugar industry 
all but defunct, the Consuelo mill is being repurposed as an industrial training center where people can learn to use modern 
industrial equipment. After visitng the mill, we made a brief stop  at San Pedroʼs Plaza 30/30-- dedicated to one of 
Consueloʼs hometown heroes, Sammy Sosa, in commemoration of his having hit 30 home runs and stolen 30 bases in one 
season-- and the infamous Tetelo Vargas stadium, home to the Estrellas Orientales, one of the Dominican Professional 
Leagueʼs teams, which was endearingly termed the “Cubs of the Dominican League” by CIEE students since the Estrellas 
have gone so many seasons without winning a championship. Photo: The pattern shop at Consueloʼs old sugar mill, where 
industrial pieces were once forged to speed along the sugar production. A job in this shop was considered much preferable 
to the backbreaking work of cutting sugar cane out in the surrounding fields. 

MLB- DR: How do they see themselves?

If critics and supporters alike have different interpretations of the 
role of the buscón system in Dominican baseball, Major League 
Baseballʼs Office of the Commissioner in Santo Domingo is not 
without its own multitude of supporters, critics, and neutral 
observers. Opened just over a decade ago, it is the only foreign 
branch of MLBʼs governing body, and is tasked with serving the 
needs of each individual MLB team (all 30 of them have their own 
academies in the D.R.) and establishing a framework for 
addressing the many pressing issues surrounding MLB teamsʼ 
interest in pursuing Dominican athletes and growing their game 
internationally. During several visits to their offices, we found 
MLB-Santo Domingo staff to be welcoming and candid in their 

explanations of how they see their role of shaping baseball development in the D.R. We met with a diverse group  of MLB 
officials, including their Director of Operations; scouts; legal team; and staff and coordinators for educational initiatives, age 
and identity verification, the department of investigations, and community relations initiatives. Once again, through exposure 
to those most actively involved in baseball development in the D.R., students were able to observe and decide for 
themselves who must shoulder the responsibilities of developing Dominican baseball in an effective, ethical, and culturally 
sensitive manner. Photo: The CIEE team with members of MLB Santo Domingo and the New York Mets, in an academy tour 
organized by MLB.



As a supplement to classroom content, students 
also participated in two different community 
placements: First, they spent two afternoons a 
week assisting with English classes at the New 
York Mets Dominican Republic Academy, where 
most Latin American prospects signed by the Mets 
spend time training and advancing their education 
as they eagerly wait and hope to be sent to the 
U.S. minor leagues. In addition to the opportunity 
to contribute to the formation of  these athletes, 
CIEE students were also able to experience what 
life is like for Latin America’s wave of  the future in 
baseball, observing their training regimen, 
speaking with coaches, and discussing with the 
prospects their personal backgrounds and 
aspirations to one day make it to the big leagues. 
They also spent two afternoons a week helping to 
coach at the Ruddy Ramirez youth league in the Santo 
Domingo suberb of Manoguayabo, birthplace of Pedro 
Martinez. Apart from teaching participants baseball skills, 
Ruddy focuses largely on providing them with life building 
skills. He often says that he wants his participants to leave 
his league having learned something other than just 
baseball. In a country where baseball dreams pay off 
greatly for a lucky few  but can leave others in an 
incomprehensible state of  perceived failure at a young 
age, using baseball as a tool to further personal 
advancement is of  great importance. CIEE students really 
enjoyed the chance to interact with young kids and feel a 
bit of nostalgia for their own childhoods, when they played 
for a love of the game similar to the kids at Ruddy’s little 
league.  

Community Work

Max really didnʼt want this poor kid to catch that pop fly.

The CIEE group eats lunch with some Mets prospects at their 
Academy outside Boca Chica. Thankfully itʼs buffet-style,  because 
those kids can eat. 

Above:  students help  out during warmup drills at Ruddy Ramirezʼ  little 
league practice. Left: Nina, sporting some love for the legendary Roberto 
Clemente, works on grounders with Ruddyʼs league. 



Narrative: Epy Guerrero

Epy Guerrero is a legend amongst the baseball scouting community. Once ranked as one of the top 25 most 
influential people in baseball, several all-star teams could probably  be formed just with the players he has 
discovered and signed throughout the last several decades. Credited as being the creator (or co-creator, 
depending on who you ask) of the now-standard academy  system to develop and train players, Guerrero spent 
many of his scouting years working for the Toronto Blue Jays and was largely  responsible for shaping their 
championship teams of the early  90s. Now working independently, Epyʼs academy still occupies the same plot 
of land, in the countryside north of Santo Domingo, that he bought to develop his vision so many  years ago. 
Despite his many  years as one of the most forward-thinking and cunning scouts (heʼs famous for once having 
disguised himself as a military  officer to get to an otherwise unattainable prospect) there has been a growing 
distance between Epy  and the baseball community. As anyone who has had as much success as Epy  will tell 
you, you donʼt become the best by  going with the status quo. Epy certainly hasnʼt gone with the flow when it 
comes to sharing opinions with much of the baseball community. As outspoken as he is, he was incredibly 
warm and welcoming during our visit to his academy, as he took us on a tour of the grounds and even showed 
us his overflowing trophy room where he keeps hundreds of awards, articles, photos, and memories from his 
days as one of the greatest scouts in baseball history. 

While heʼs not as active as he used to be in the scouting industry, current scouts still marvel in the legend 
surrounding Epy  Guerrero, and jump at the chance to share their tales about him, just like the one that another 
scout recounted to us: In the 1980s, rumors were floating of a young Nicaraguan boy with legendary  talent in a 
small, isolated village. Wanting to be the first to find this boy, a fellow scout, one of Epyʼs competitors, made the 
trip to Central America, only  mildly  prepared for the adventure that would be required to arrive to the village. 
Instead of depending on unreliable roads, the scout instead was advised to hire a boat to take him across Lake 
Nicarague to the opposite shore. From there 
he had to scramble through thick and 
unpopulated forrest towards the village. 
Finally  approaching the end of his journey, 
wondering not only  how such a talented 
baseball player could live so hidden away 
from modernity  but also if he were the only 
visitor from the outside world ever to make it 
this far into such an unpopulated region, he 
emerged into the boyʼs small hometown. 
There in a small clearing, sitting on a stool, 
drinking from a bottle of rum, was Epy 
Guerrero. He looked up at his fellow scout, 
sipped on his rum, and said, “what took you 
so long?” 

Now baseball scouts are probably  like 
fishermen in their willingness to weave a bit 
of lore into their stories, but whether or not it 
happened exactly  as it is now passed down 
is not important. Whatʼs important is that 
after all these years, just as intriguing as the 
stories of the players he signed are the 
stories of the scout himself. 

Epy was proud to guide us through the photos and relics heʼs collected 
commemorating his long and productive career as a baseball scout. Photo 
by Jesse. 

http://www.people.com/people/archive/article/0,,20119997,00.html


To add to the community component of  the Sports 
and Society program, the students organized two 
Pitch, Hit, and Run events during their time here, 
bringing a new  opportunity for about 150 kids to 
showcase their skills and spend some time together 
as a community. Pitch, Hit, and Run events, popular 
amongst many youth in the U.S., are gatherings 
where young kids compete in three different 
baseball skill areas. The first event was run at 
Ruddy Ramirez’ little league in Manoguayabo, 
where students had already spent several 
afternoons helping coach young players, and the 
second took place as part of a CIEE weekend work 
retreat when we returned to the community of 
Consuelo, which in addition to being a former sugar-
mill town is also famous for having produced so 
many major league baseball players. The event in 
Consuelo was elaborated in conjunction with 
coaching staff from the ImpACTA Kids Foundation, 
the foundation supported by Consuelo native and 
current Cleveland Indians manager Manny Acta. 
CIEE staff procured fields in which to hold to events, 
but students worked with ImpACTA Kids to handle 
all the rest, from planning and logistics beforehand 
to running each station on the days of the event.  

While many of  the events in the U.S. are run as 
competitions where the winners advance to regional 
tournaments, this international competition, the first 
ever held in the Dominican Republic according to 
MLB’s records, stressed the community building 
opportunities that sport can offer, opportunities that 
are usually more important than the chance to 
compete. It was encouraging to see the turnout of 
young girls who participated in the event—
sometimes baseball’s potential in the D.R. as a 
catalyst to provide economic and personal 
opportunities for teenage boys casts a shadow  over 
sport’s potential to provide social opportunities for 
all participants regardless of age, gender, or ability, 
and the enthusiasm that the entire community, not 
just a few  talented prospects, showed for this event 
certainly helped to cast sport in a more socially 
equal light, at least for a weekend. 

After the second Pitch, Hit, and Run  competition in 
Consuelo, we spent a much-earned evening in the 
small fisherman’s town of Bayahibe, enjoying a 
chance to relax. The following day we hopped on a 
giant catamaran and headed for Saona Island, 
known for having some of the most beautiful 
beaches in the Dominican Republic. It was a nice 

opportunity to unwind a bit, and reflect on the 
weekend work retreat and the semester so far. 
Everyone returned to Santo Domingo energized and 
ready to take on the final two weeks of the program.

Pitch, Hit, and Run



Necessity often leads to creativity. Though baseball, in its 
simplest form, requires little equipment, even a bat, a ball, 
and a glove can be hard to come by, especially in a country 
where over 50% of the population lives below the poverty 
line. Space is hard to come by as well, as many urban 
baseball diamonds do not cover enough real estate to 
include the traditional base paths and an outfield. To 
compensate, Dominicans have always relied upon their 
creativity and resourcefulness in order to keep the innings 
going. Gloves are fashioned out of cardboard milk cartons 
or scraps of canvas; bats are carved from tree branches; 
catcherʼs masks made of wire, sponge, and inner tubes 
from bicycle tires; and anything that is round and will roll 
serves as a ball. 

The pinnacle of Dominican creativity in baseball, however, is 
found in the game of vitilla. Vitilla is a variation of baseball 
that can be modified depending on the number of players 
available and the size of the area where they are playing. As 
a “ball,” they use old plastic bottle caps, about 2 inches in 
diameter, taken from five-gallon jugs of drinking water 
(these caps are known as vitillas and lend the game its 
name); as bats, an old broomstick. While each 
neighborhood has its own rules, generally an out is 
recorded if the batter hits the vitilla and a defender catches 
it or picks it up  before it comes to a stop. Likewise, a run is 
scored if the vitilla is batted and comes to a stop  before a 
defender gets to it. When a vitilla is thrown, it darts through 
the air unpredictably, like a hyperactive knuckleball, and 
anyone who learns to hit one should have no trouble at all 
when batting a real baseball with a real bat. Many people 
credit Dominicansʼ ability to hit the curveball to their 
experience playing vitilla. The game has become the 
quintessential representation of the 
adaptiveness of baseball in the Dominican 
Republic, also serving to forge community 
identity throughout the nation.

Ten years ago or so, the water company that manufactured 
the vitillas changed the design to a more cost effective but 
exponentially less aerodynamic model. Though the vitillas 
used for neighborhood games are no longer available atop 
water jugs, for a small fee they can still be purchased on 
several street corners throughout the country.  

We all had a few opportunities this summer to join in on a 
game and be humbled by that sneaky, darting vitilla. 

Click here for a Spanish-language documentary on vitilla in 
the Dominican Republic

Vitilla!
The neighborhood game

Above left: Jesse pitches the vitilla to one of Consueloʼs resident experts. Top: 
Tyler prepares in the field as a couple kids show him how itʼs done. Above: Vitillas. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H-QK02oh95s


Little did we know the monster that we were creating when we 
decided to fill a little down time the day the students arrived to 
the country with a dominoes class. Much different from 
American-style dominoes, the Latin-style game, played with 
two teams of two partners, involves loads of strategy. Itʼs an 
important Dominican pastime, and lively games are played on 
street corners, in parks, and in neighborhood bodegas, often 
times accompanied by heated discussions about politics or-- 

you guessed it-- baseball. Though dominoes matches were 
not an official part of the program, to not mention the 
importance that dominoes had this summer would be to 
ignore a very important facet of this student groupʼs dynamic. 
They estimated playing somewhere around 200 matches 
during their six weeks here (and didnʼt miss a single 
homework assignment because of it!), and often the CIEE 
Study Center extended its daytime hours to accommodate 
(and permit CIEE staff to partake in) some pretty intense 
matches. 

Narrative: Ruddy Ramirez

While others may call him a coach, Ruddy Ramirez considers himself  more a community organizer. During our first of 
many visits to his little league, Ruddy recounted his entrée into baseball: In the 1980s he was approached by several 
leaders in his native town of  Manoguayabo and asked to coach a league. Citing the lack of a place to play, he politely 
declined. When community members were able to secure a lot in which to play, he was approached once again. Now 
the problem was that there were no uniforms to play in. This 
problem was a bit easier to solve though—a family member 
worked in a chicken processing plant and was able to 
procure some old flour sacks. Ruddy took the sacks and, 
while sitting under a mango tree, stitched them into pants 
and jerseys. He fashioned a stencil out of a scrap of 
cardboard box and to imprint numbers and names on the 
jersey he used paint made from the mashed up seed from 
an avocado. From there was born the Ruddy Ramirez little 
league, and though instruction in baseball is obviously 
important, Ruddy’s goal continues to be that his players 
learn more about living well than playing baseball.

If it hadn’t been for Ruddy, Bostonians may still be cursing 
the Bambino, the Yankees would be no one’s “Daddy,” and 
baseball fans in general never would have been able to 
marvel at how  such a diminutive pitcher could throw  the ball 
so hard: Pedro Martinez was just one of several kids who 
would leave the ranks of Ruddy Ramirez’ little league to 
achieve major league stardom.  

Dominoes
capicua!

Filling some downtime playing a match with one of the 
Mets prospects. 

The group  learns a thing or two from former major league 
catcher Alberto Castillo. 



CIEEʼs Sports and Society: Baseball in Context program is a six-week summer program designed to give students the 
opportunity  to see sports and culture from a globalized context, as well as analyze the capacity  of sport to serve an integral 
role in the formation of a national or cultural identity. As the leading producer of Major League Baseball players per capita in 
the world, and with a complex history  linked with the international sugar industry  and the US military  and entrepreneurial 
presence in the Dominican Republic during the Twentieth Century, baseball plays a critical role in the shaping of national 
identity  and Dominicansʼ place in the globalized world, therefore lending itself to unparalleled opportunities for academic 
study for those interested in sports and society. 

In addition to the programʼs baseball-rich content, students are also exposed to Dominican society  through their lodgings 
with host families and a variety of activities throughout the program designed to facilitate ease of cultural immersion, 
including activities with Dominican volunteer students. 

For more information about the program please do not hesitate to contact us. 

Nathaniel Thompson, Resident Director, CIEE Sports and Society: Baseball in Context: nthompson@ciee.org
Kristina Casey, Manager, Enrollment Latin America and Asia: kcasey@ciee.org

Check out our program website here, and our blog here. 

Above: CIEE Sports and Society staff, Summer 2012: Nathaniel Thompson, Resident Director/professor, grounding out to the 
pitcher; Héctor Lòpez, Resident Coordinator/4th of July grillmaster; Professor April Yoder, aka The Bulldog (not for her 
demeanor, but in reference to Georgetownʼs mascot, where she is a professor and PhD candidate when not with CIEE); 
Yasmilda Vidal, Administrative Assistant/Housing Coordinator/Jack of All Trades
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