
Volunteer Community Service in 
Santiago de los Caballeros

CIEE Liberal Arts in Santiago de los 
Caballeros, Dominican Republic, also offers 
an ample and varied list of not-for-credit 
community service opportunities to all of 
our students.  Ryan, our Resident 
Coordinator is always seeking new places 
where the students can be of benefit to the 
community.  Below are the stories of four 
of this semester´s many not-for-credit 
volunteers:

Kiyomi, from the University of 
Connecticut, chose (or was chosen) to 
teach English class at a small school.  She 
writes:  
Julio, a man who lives in the same apartment as my 
host mother, asked me to teach English at the Rincón 
Largo School for a combined second-and-third-grade 
class.  It´s a very, very small school and has only two 
classrooms, which is why there are two classes in each.  
The classes for older students are in the morning and 
for the younger students in the afternoon.  I go every 
Tuesday and Thursday afternoon to teach English.  I 
do all my own class planning and always speak with 
Susan, the regular teacher, if  there are any questions.  
I have taught the children their numbers in English, 
body parts, fruits, some standard questions and 

continued on page 2

Samaná… with emphasis on the 
“ahhhhh” sound of its last syllable.  
What an excursion!  What a way to 
top off all the educational, 
ecological, cultural, historical, and 
just downright fun excursions and 
day trips that we have enjoyed 
together this semester!

It wasn´t too long ago that Samaná—
which is the name of a Dominican 
peninsula and province as well as 
the shortened name of its principal 
city, Santa Bárbara de Samaná—was 
isolated from the rest of the 
Dominican Republic.  Only 
accessible by boat, its indigenous 
population was reduced by diseases 
introduced from Europe and Africa, 
then replaced by French, not 
Spanish, colonists in the 1700s.  In 
the 1820s, former slaves from the 
Southern United States, who had 
run to freedom up the Underground 
Railroad to Philadelphia, were 
invited to settle and farm its rich 
soils by the Haitian President Jean 
Pierre Boyer.  (The Republic of Haiti 

ruled the entire island from 
1822-1844.)  Today, there are two 
modern highways that connect the 
Samaná Peninsula to the mainland 
and a brand new international 
airport, and Samaná is one of the 
fastest growing tourist regions in 
the country.

We stayed in the lovely Atlantic-
Ocean town of Las Terrenas, with its 
on-the-beach restaurants 
specializing in freshly caught fish 
and seafood, but we see a good part 
of the peninsula over the course of 
three days.  After a long drive 
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answers, names of  members of  the family, colors, and the names of  things 
at school.

Anna, from Hope College, also chose to work at a school, 
although she did not teach English there.  She writes:  
Each	  Tuesday	  and	  Thursday	  this	  semester	  I	  went	  to	  the	  Caminata	  de	  
Jesús	  School	  for	  voluntary	  service.	  	  Although	  there	  was	  a	  lot	  of	  
variety	  in	  what	  I	  did	  each	  day,	  during	  the	  greatest	  part	  of	  my	  time	  
there,	  I	  was	  involved	  with	  the	  @irst-‐grade	  class,	  helping	  the	  regular	  
teacher	  with	  whatever	  she	  needed.	  	  At	  the	  beginning	  of	  the	  semester,	  
I	  worked	  with	  individual	  students,	  strengthening	  their	  abilities	  in	  
math	  and	  reading.	  Although	  sometimes	  they	  were	  learning	  material	  
from	  a	  high	  level,	  they	  needed	  help	  remembering	  some	  of	  the	  more	  
basic	  math	  concepts	  that	  they	  had	  forgotten.	  After	  a	  weeks,	  I	  became	  
a	  more	  general	  assistant	  for	  the	  teacher.	  	  I	  helped	  with	  classroom	  
management,	  sometimes	  taught	  the	  entire	  class,	  and	  also	  walked	  
about	  the	  classroom	  helping	  individual	  students.	  Additionally,	  my	  
friend	  Kristen	  (also	  from	  Hope	  College)	  and	  I	  went	  to	  the	  school	  a	  
few	  times	  to	  help	  out	  by	  doing	  things	  such	  as	  paionting	  some	  
classrooms	  along	  with	  a	  group	  of	  missionaries	  during	  Easter	  Week.	  	  
I	  formed	  some	  excellent	  relationships	  with	  the	  teacher	  I	  normally	  
assisted	  and	  her	  students,	  as	  well	  as	  with	  the	  school	  administrators.	  	  
I	  am	  so	  grateful	  for	  the	  experiences	  that	  I	  had	  there	  and	  the	  warmth	  
with	  which	  they	  always	  greeted	  me.	  	  I´m	  going	  to	  miss	  it	  very	  much!

Optional For-Credit Class in Community Service 
through PUCMM

Sorangel and Tyler, both from Pennsylvania State 
University, decided to help out at a local comedor just 
outside of Santiago for their community service practicum 
this semester—the minimum 4-hours-a-week practicum is a 
requirement of PUCMM´s optional 3-credit “Community 
Service” class, which also meets weekly for two hours of 
theory and discussion.  [Note:  Although comedor means 
dining room, in this context it is a center that feeds both 
the body and minds of children from resource-poor 
families]. The students write:   
“The	  Comedor	  Padre	  Dubert	  has	  been	  functioning	  for	  nine	  years	  now	  
and	  is	  funded	  by	  a	  local	  institution.	  It	  provides	  a	  healthy	  lunch	  every	  
Monday	  through	  Friday	  to	  around	  50	  children	  who	  may	  not	  have	  
that	  opportunity	  any	  other	  way.	  It	  also	  allows	  the	  children	  to	  work	  
on	  schoolwork	  and	  interact	  with	  other	  kids	  in	  similar	  situations	  in	  a	  
positive	  environment.	  Our	  goal	  was	  to	  help	  further	  develop	  the	  
behavior	  of	  these	  kids	  in	  areas	  such	  as	  respect	  for	  others	  and	  
manners.	  We	  did	  this	  by	  reinforcing	  speci@ic	  aspects	  in	  games	  and	  
activities	  and	  were	  able	  to	  see	  a	  noticeable	  difference	  by	  the	  end	  of	  
the	  semester.	  Despite	  all	  of	  the	  kids’	  respective	  situations,	  they	  are	  
very	  loving	  and	  every	  one	  of	  them	  was	  excited	  to	  see	  us	  the	  two	  times	  
we	  went	  to	  the	  comedor	  every	  week.	  In	  the	  end,	  the	  kids	  didn’t	  want	  
us	  to	  leave,	  nor	  did	  we	  want	  to	  as	  it	  was	  such	  a	  rewarding	  and	  
unforgettable	  experience.	  	  We	  hope	  that	  in	  the	  future	  students	  
continue	  to	  help	  out	  there	  and	  have	  as	  positive	  of	  an	  interaction	  with	  
the	  kids	  as	  we	  did.”

Want to see more? Check out our student journals online in our blog: http://study-santiago-dr-la.ciee.org

Tyler with the kids at Padre Dubert.

Kiyomi and students at Rincón Largo.

Sorangel playing games with the children.
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Anna and students from Caminata de Jesús.
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Volunteer Community Service...
Jordan, from Spelman College, had a very different, but 
equally uplifting, experience at the Camboya Daycare 
Center.  She writes:  
Anyone	  who	  knows	  a	  little	  bit	  about	  me	  knows	  that	  I	  love	  children,	  
especially	  babies	  and	  toddlers,	  so	  I	  knew	  from	  the	  day	  we	  discussed	  
community	  service	  options	  with	  Ryan	  at	  the	  beginning	  of	  the	  
semester	  that	  I	  would	  de@initely	  be	  volunteering	  at	  a	  daycare.	  My	  
experience	  at	  the	  Camboya	  Daycare	  has	  been	  amazing.	  I	  learned	  so	  
much	  every	  time	  I	  went.	  Community	  service,	  in	  my	  opinion.	  is	  such	  a	  
give-‐and-‐receive	  relationship.	  The	  babies	  and	  the	  women	  who	  work	  
at	  the	  daycare	  have	  given	  me	  so	  many	  things.	  All	  the	  conversations,	  
the	  laughs,	  the	  changing	  diaper	  time,	  the	  thought-‐provoking	  
questions,	  the	  play	  time…	  I	  would	  not	  trade	  it	  for	  anything	  :	  )	  When	  I	  
@irst	  walked	  in,	  all	  I	  saw	  was	  a	  group	  of	  amazingly	  cute	  little	  babies.	  
These	  women	  taught	  me	  how	  to	  see	  a	  different	  side	  of	  things.	  Some,	  if	  
not	  most,	  of	  these	  children	  are	  only	  being	  fed	  at	  the	  daycare	  because	  
their	  parents,	  who	  work	  at	  the	  free	  trade	  zone,	  make	  very	  little	  
money.	  The	  little	  smiling	  faces	  that	  @ill	  my	  heart	  with	  joy	  are	  the	  
same	  little	  faces	  that	  at	  times	  are	  crying	  of	  hunger.	  This	  immediately	  
hit	  me	  hard,	  but	  I	  have	  to	  realize	  that	  every	  bottle	  I	  gave	  them,	  every	  
hug,	  every	  smile,	  counts	  for	  something.	  And	  for	  me,	  everything	  they	  
gave	  me	  counts.	  I	  dont	  know	  how	  I	  will	  say	  bye	  on	  my	  last	  day.	  It	  has	  
been	  amazing	  and	  every	  new	  day	  that	  I	  went	  it	  got	  better!

Shanita, also from Spelman College, writes: 
	  I	  volunteered	  with	  Ms.	  Aidee	  and	  her	  foundation,	  Centro	  de	  
Investigación	  y	  Desarrollo	  Emocional	  Mercedes	  Checo,	  on	  a	  recycling	  
project.	  Other	  volunteers	  and	  I	  went	  to	  a	  local	  barrio	  and	  collected	  
paper,	  plastic,	  and	  glass	  that	  were	  littered	  throughout	  the	  barrio.	  We	  
also	  collected	  recyclable	  items	  throughout	  PUCMM's	  campus.	  We	  
posted	  signs	  bout	  recycling	  on	  campus	  to	  remind	  students	  to	  recycle	  
paper	  and	  plastic.	  The	  recycling	  projected	  lasted	  for	  about	  one	  
month.

Construction in the Countryside January 20-22 

On the third weekend of our semester, we held our students’ 
first volunteer rural work retreat.  We traveled to a 
community called La Solapa, located in the town of Rio 
Grande, and set off to complete the momentous task of 
constructing seven latrines in a period of two days.  Upon 
arrival, students were greeted by a delicious plato típico 
lunch of chicken, rice and beans, and washed it down with 
fresh-squeezed mandarin juice–all prepared by hand by the 
women of La Solapa.  After lunch the students were 
whisked off by the local boys and men on a tour of the town 
and a local school house.  Some remarked at the smell of 
“something rotten,” which they learned was part of the 
drying process of cacao (cocoa), the town’s main cash crop.  
Incredible how a smelly seed could turn into delicious 
chocolate!  

When they arrived back at base camp, it was straight to the 
manual labor of prepping materials, sawing wooden boards, 
and nailing together the foundations for the latrine 
buildings.  All of this prep work was under the close 
supervision of the town’s local men, who seemed intent on 
doing everything they could to try to take the tools out of 
our women’s hands and do it themselves…only to be met

through valleys lush with rice fields and more coconut 
palms than seem possible—as well as an hour´s stop to 
explore a couple of caves that were just discovered when a 
new shortcut called “The Boulevard” was constructed to 
Las Terrenas--we had a delightful buffet lunch, then the 
students broke up into two groups.  One hiked up the 
mountains to Salto Limón, a beautiful tropical waterfall, 
with a naturalist and guide, and the other group went to 
visit Martha Wilmore in Barrio Wilmore.  Martha is a 
retired teacher who now tells the history of her people, the 
English-speaking, Protestant African American farmers, 
shipbuilders, and sailors/traders who came to Samaná in 
the 1820s; her grandparents, who lived to be well over 100 
years old, were among the region´s original African-
American settlers. 

On Saturday, we all crossed the peninsula by bus to board 
our boat and cross the Bay of Samaná (an extension of the 
Caribbean Sea) to Los Haitises National Park.  There we 
cruised around the “bird islands,” explored a giant cave, 
kayaked up a mangrove-filled river, ate a fabulous picnic 
lunch, and dove off the boat to swim in the bay, before 
returning to Las Terrenas for a second evening dining on 
the beach, with the breeze blowing the coconut palm fronds 
above our heads and the Atlantic waves nearly washing 
upon our feet.  Sunday?  A day to sleep in, to swim or lie 
around the pool, or explore the town and other nearby 
beaches before heading back to Santiago.  Ahhhhhhhhhh!

“Samaná” cont’d from page 1

Shanita, Ryan and Casey 
bend rebar used for cement.

All aboard as we cross the Samaná bay

Stephen nails together the 
zinc walls of a latrine.



 with equal determination by a few good women of our own, 
who proved by their sawing skills that they deserved to be 
there as well!  By the end of the first day, we had one latrine 
completed, with a good amount of prep work ready and 
waiting for Saturday’s construction.

That evening the power went out—apagones are quite usual 
in this part of the country—so the students busied 
themselves playing cards by candlelight after dinner.  
Morning came soon enough and, after a breakfast of hot 
chocolate, bread and eggs, the group united to split up 
tasks. Some dedicated themselves to constructing steel-
reinforced foundations that needed to be cut and then bent 
into place before laying cement, while others focused on 
hammering wood or zinc together to build the little 
“houses.”  By midday´s lunch break, the group had finished 
all of the house structures (in record time) and were only 
missing the laying of concrete at each latrine destination.  
With the afternoon sun beating down on them, the group 
worked feverishly to completely lay out all of the 
foundations, and delivered each of the seven latrines to 
their respective new owners .

That night the students celebrated over dinner and followed 
up with another night of card games by candlelight, with 
one in particular called “Werewolf” being the crowd favorite.  
The next morning, after a hearty country breakfast, we 
cleaned up, bid farewell to the very grateful community 
members, and headed back to Santiago.

Working with the Children

Our second rural weekend work retreat of the semester 
took place from March 2-4 in the mountains near the north 
coast at a children’s orphanage located in the town of Los 
Brazos.  It´s run by Paulina Tremblay, a French-Canadian 
woman from Quebec who immigrated to the Dominican 
Republic in 1982.  Since then, she has adopted 22 
Dominican and Haitian children and founded two private 
schools that her children, as well as kids from the 
community in Los Brazos and nearby Sabaneta de Yásica, 
attend.  They also hold weekly church services in the chapel 
on the premises.  

Our project over the weekend was to help beautify the 
chapel by laying a colorful ceramic floor.  We were shown a 

pile of broken tiles and—with the help of a two of Paulina’s 
oldest boys—started mixing cement and laying out a 
pattern.  After spending hours on their hands and knees 
laying ceramic tile, students quickly realized that this 
beautification project was no glamorous endeavor, but 
rather very hard work.   As soon as they finished on Friday 
evening, everyone ran down to the nearby river to get 
refreshed and play with the younger children.

As we got started early Saturday morning, students worked 
in teams, some laying tiles, others mixing cement, and 
another group sewing seat cushions.  After the first day’s 
experience, they were able to pick up the pace and finished 
a majority of the floor by midday’s lunch break.  On 
Saturday evening, we ate a dinner of fried plantains, fried 
cheese, and salami, then joined all of the children and staff 
around a bonfire.  While some of our students taught the 
children card games, others were challenged to an 
impromptu rap battle.  Suffice it to say, the few young ladies’ 
lyrical skills were no match for “El Fury,” an eleven-year-old 
freestyler.   

On Sunday morning, most students cleaned up the work 
site, while a few ladies held a spa day for the girls, washing 
and braiding their hair as well as giving manicures.  By the 
time our bus arrived to pick us up, many students found it 
difficult to say good bye before we headed back home to 
Santiago. 

Students and the children show the beautiful mosaic 
floor that they created.

Our young women showed they were ready to do some hard work.

Maya and Casey work alongside a young helper.



FINAL SALUTE--Return to the U.S. Workshop 
and Fiesta de Despedida

Friday, April 13th, was NOT an unlucky day for us.  It was a 
bit sad, yes, because it was the last time we were all 
together as a group, but it was mostly an evening to 
celebrate all the fun both CIEE Liberal Arts staff and 
students have had this semester, and the love and joy we 
have shared with each other, our host families, the 
Estudiantes de Apoyo support students, our drivers, and 
PUCMM´s professors and administrators.  The late 
afternoon begins with an obligatory Return to U.S./Reverse 
Culture Shock Workshop to prepare students for their 
return to the U.S., and ends with our famous Fiesta de 
Despedida, full of music, dancing, songs, funny skits, good 
food, and great company.

Please do not hesitate to contact us if we can help you in any way 
whatsoever. We’re available by office phone, fax, e-mail, or cell phone for 
emergency calls.  Office: (809) 580-1962 Ext. 4449 
Fax: (809) 971-0321.  Office hours are Monday-Friday 8:30am to 12:30pm 
and 2:30-5:00pm

Dr. Lynne Guitar (Ph.D.), Resident Director 
LGuitar@ciee.org Cell phone: (809) 481-4656
Ryan Bowen Resident Coordinator 
RBowen@ciee.org Cell phone: (809) 399-9186 
Melba González, Program Assistant 
MGonzalez@pucmmsti.edu.do Cell phone: (809) 668-9651
Mibra Díaz, Intern 
MibraDiaz18@gmail.com Cell phone: (809) 610-2671
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Staff photo, left to right: Lynne, Mibra, Ryan, and Melba

Top: PUCMM’s 
Estudiantes de Apoyo 
(Support Students) 
are congratulated by 
Brittany and CIEE 
Resident Coordinator 
Ryan.

Right: Little Portia 
shows off her dance 
moves to Emma, 
Jordan and Anna H.

Strike a pose ladies!

The dance class’s performance was one of the highlights of the night.
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