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Art Collection: The Rambla de Cataluña 
As students of art and architecture, we can sometimes be deceived into the illusion that artistic 
collections must be contained within the walls of a museum or exhibition in order to be considered 
valuable works of art. However, cities and neighborhoods can also be considered art collections, and 
Barcelona is no exception. Although certain areas such as La Rambla or Passeig de Gràcia tend to 
garner the most attention from architecture enthusiasts, another area of city exists that is a testament 
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to Barcelona’s Modernisme heritage and demonstrates the scope 
of creative freedom possible within the Cerdá Plan: La Rambla de 
Cataluña. 

This area reflects the city’s Catalan and Modernisme traditions, as 
is evidenced by the first stop on our itinerary: Casa Rodalf 
Juncadella, located at Rambla de Cataluña, 33. The building was 
one of the first modern houses in Barcelona and was constructed  
from 1888 to 1891. The ornate ironwork and vases atop the 
building embody the iconic style of the area. Step inside if you can 
to see the beautiful gilded ceiling and mosaic work. 

Continue down the street towards Casa Fargas, at Rambla de 
Cataluña, 47. Built in 1904, the building demonstrates the 
Modernisme mixture of materials and choice of curved over 
straight lines. It was designed by Catalan architect Enric Sagnier i 
Villavecchia, who made the design more French and contained 
than his previous projects. The two trefoil arches and floral motifs 
in the entrance hall are especially characteristic of the design from 
the period. 

Don’t miss Farmacia Bolós, one of the oldest pharmacies in 
Spain, located at Rambla de Cataluña, 77. The pharmacy’s ornate 
decoration was commissioned by its original owner in 1902 and 
done by the architect Josep Domènech i Estapà. The Bolós family, 
which gave the pharmacy its namesake, acquired the store in 1927. 
The three panels of wood with leaded glass on the gateway 
represent the design of an orange. Check out inside to see the 
original mahogany wood, the murals on the ceilings, and 
modernist stained glass.  

After grabbing anything you may need and taking a moment to 
admire the organic motifs featured on the stained glass, head 
across the street and upwards to Casa Juncosa at Rambla de 
Cataluña, 78. An ornately detailed building featuring master 
ironwork, the building also has a leaf motif similar to Farmacia 
Bolós. The façade is characterized by stone that highlights the 
stunning gallery filled with organic elements and modernist 
stained glass. 

And finally, to finish your modernista experience in traditional 
Catalan style, enjoy tapas at Cervecería Catalana, just off the 
Rambla de Cataluña at Carrer de Mallorca, 236. Don’t forget to try 
the Escalivada and Pan con Tomate while you reflect on your 
Modernista experience! 
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Stops Along the 
Modernisme of the 

Rambla de 
Cataluña Route

From top to bottom: Casa 
Rodolf Juncadella - Rambla de 
Cataluña, 33 // Casa Fargas - 
Rambla de Cataluña, 47 // 
Farmacia Bolós - Rambla de 
Cataluña, 77 // Casa Juncosa - 
Rambla de Cataluña, 78
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Art Exhibition: MACBA - Art. Two Points. 
Art is more than the work itself. A painting is just a painting, no matter where it hangs, but other 
pieces of art, such as sculpture and other artistic installations, can be portrayed in ways that create 
lasting effect on the viewer. Art exposition and the way that works are displayed can change the 
impact of the piece itself, and the Museu d’Art Contemporani de Barcelona has taken great strides to 
make sure that the art it hosts is portrayed in the best possible light.  

The MACBA is home to many pieces of contemporary art and modern architecture from artists 
around the world. Currently, the museum is home to the exhibition know as “Art, Two Points”. While 
moving through the collection, one of the first pieces that stands out form the backdrop of paintings 
and photographs is Tony Cragg’s, “Sense Titol” (1993). The piece is an instillation of objects including 
a piano, chairs, and other pieces of wood. What draws the viewer in is the artist’s choice to cover 
every inch of these objects with screwed-topped hooks, creating a startling sense of busyness in the 
piece. The museum’s choice to highlight the instillation in the center of the room, surrounded by 
blank white walls, almost adds to the chaos that is instillation itself.  

Similar to this piece is “La Naturaleza de la Ilusion Visual” (1994) by Juan Muñoz, whose piece 
includes a group of small, Asian male figures that are smiling in a slightly unsettling way. The group 
of sculptures is positioned in front of a realistically painted curtain and stand on top of a mirrored 
floor. The way the piece is presented creates a kind of enchanted silence for the viewer, as the room is 
large and dimly lit. The setting allows the viewer to interact with the piece and look closely at the 
choices that the artist made in its creation. The men are monochromatic, yet they stand out against 
the similarly grey background of the piece due to the spotlights that bathe the figures. Together, the 
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ambiance and the instillation create the feeling of isolation and 
wonder within the viewer that would not be possible in a different 
setting.  

The third piece that stood out the most to us was “Rinzen” by 
Antoni Tàpies (1992-1993). This work immediately draws viewers’ 
attention when first entering the exhibit. It is a bed, pillows, 
blankets, and the backs of chairs nailed sideways high up on a 
stark white wall. This figure’s presentation is what makes it art. 
These are very commonplace objects. If a person walked into a 
home and saw these very same objects normally placed in a 
bedroom, they would never think that it was meant to be art. Since 
the objects are presented in an extremely non-traditional way, 
viewers instantly know that they are looking at a thought-
provoking work of art. They do not immediately disregard the bed, 
pillow, and blanket as commonplace objects, but rather question 
what the meaning of this nonconventional piece is and what the 
artists intentions were in creating it and displaying it in this way.  

It is the way that these pieces are presented that makes them so 
striking to the viewers who walk the halls of the exhibit, and the 
attention that the MACBA gave this element of art is what has 
given the Arts, Two Points the exhibition the attention it deserves.   
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The Portrayal of 
Works in MACBA’s 

Art. Two Points. 

From top to bottom: “Sense Titol” by 
Tony Cragg. // “Rinzen” by Antoni 
Tàpies. // Maureen participates in the 
ASPEN magazine gallery. // An art 
collection showcasing postcards of 
various “Arcs de Triumph,” primarily in 
Barcelona and Paris. 

Pictured on previous page: “La 
Naturaleza de la Ilusion Visual” by Juan 
Muñoz.

The logo used by the Two Points exhibit at the MACBA and at CaixaForum.

A visitor enjoying the opening gallery of the Two Points exhibition at 
MACBA, featuring Arc de Triumph postcards.
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Art Criticism: CCCB - World Press Photo Exhibition  
We have all often heard, “a picture is worth a thousand words.” While this saying is often trite and 
overused, it could not be more true in the small, dark exhibition rooms at the Centre de Cultura 
Contemporània de Barcelona (CCCB) where 156 winning photographs of the World Press Photo 2013 
Exhibition are on display.  

With a bright spotlight highlighting each of these poignant moments of the last year, the room is not 
only filled with thousands of words, but the emotions and reactions of the viewers as well. One side of 
the exhibition is filled of photos depicting death and despair, such as in a photo of fathers carrying 
their children who were killed in Israeli attacks. Images such as this one put human faces on the 
traumatic events of the last year, giving the audience a new way to view these tragedies and invoking 
their feelings in a much stronger way then just reading about it in a newspaper.  

On the other side of the exhibition, viewers delight in the photos of penguins leaping up out of the 
water and sliding around on their bellies. These images capture beautiful moments of nature that few 
of us are able to encounter. They allow the audience to revel in the possibilities that nature holds and 
how it is something that must be cared for and respected. Still others spend some time to think about 
and admire the composition of a photo, such as the captured moment of boy gymnasts lined up to 
stretch with a young girl performing a perfect grand jeté just beside them.  

These images are viewed much more as art, thus calling on us to consider how photography works as 
an art form. In all of these functions of photography—current event, poignant moment, or successful 
composition, it is clear that these photos have an important role in our society. A role not only to 
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capture a perfect moment, but to recall life’s pain, life’s beautiful 
memories, and make us think about, what, in fact, makes a 
photograph “good.”
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Award-Winning 
Photographs 

Featured at the 
2013 Exhibition

From top to bottom: The 1st prize 
winner for the “Spot News” category, 
Gaza Burial, shot by Paul Hansen. It 
depicts the procession toward the 
burial of the two young brothers 
pictured. // A collection of some of 
the winners under the “Nature” 
category. // The 1st prize winner of 
the “Sports Action” category, Joy At 
the End of the Run, shot by 
Malaysian photographer Wei Seng 
Chen. 

Pictured on Previous Page: Warm 
Up, by Chinese photographer 
Yongzhi Chu, on display at the 
exhibition.Students and other visitors enjoy one of the photographs at the exhibition.

The first prize winner under the staged portraits category, People of Mercy, 
depicting people receiving treatment on a hospital ship in Guinea.


