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Greetings from Rennes!  
 
It’s hard to believe that it is already that time of the 
year – a feeling shared by many of you I suppose, as 
much as it is by our students and colleagues here in 
Rennes.  
 
Kennavo – When comes the moment to say goodbye 
and to put an end to their new life in France, many of 
our participants are struck by a mix of contradictory 
feelings (sadness, excitement, eagerness, reluctance, 
etc). It is interesting to see how individuals react 
differently when faced with that harsh reality: some of 
them remember now with amusement their fear about 
whether they’d be able to spend a whole semester 
abroad when they first arrived; others are in denial, 
convincing themselves that their departure won’t 
happen; while others, busy studying for their final 
exams, prefer to concentrate first on their academic 
objectives. 
Marcel Proust once wrote : « Le véritable voyage de 
découverte ne consiste pas à chercher de nouveaux 
paysages, mais à avoir de nouveaux yeux. » “The real 
discovery journey does not consist in looking for new 
landscapes, but in having new eyes. “ 
 

 
Our students are social beings whose personalities 
are evolving and it is essential to encourage them to 
think about their own vision of the world, their own 
language and the target language, and the 
representations and stereotypes that keep them from 
truly discovering other cultures.  
 

In addition to some of their touristy endeavors, we 
hope that our participants, through our academic 
program in Rennes, have had some significant 
experiences that have contributed to their personal, 
intercultural and intellectual development. 
 
Campus News – In late October, the CIREFE –the 
Centre International Rennais d’Etudes du Français 
pour Etrangers of the Université de Rennes II – where 
our students take the majority of their classes, was 
inspected and evaluated by officials from the Ministry 
of French Education and I am very happy to share 
with you that the CIREFE just received a certification 
of excellence. This official award places the CIREFE 
among the best centers in France for 
teaching/learning French, and greatly contributes to 
the success of our program in Rennes. 
 

 
A look towards the future – Several students are 
already seriously thinking about coming back to study, 
work or live in France and are perusing various ways 
to do so, searching for options available to them in the 
short and long term. Should they need any 
information or recommendation letters, we would be 
very pleased to help them. 
 
All the CIEE-Rennes resident staff joins me in sending 
you our warmest wishes for a wonderful holiday 
season, and a very happy and healthy new year. 
 
Best always, 
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