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Cover photo: Students and staff grabbing a quick sit on some freshly-produced bamboo chairs during 
our visit to  the Rio Blanco Ecotourism Centerʼs workshop for sustainably-produced furniture.



Celebrating our final night together as a group with a couple of estudiantes de apoyo.

Trekking through a fern patch at Los Haitises National Park;  At the Santos de Palo workshop in Bonao;                   Ruby photographing upstream at Río Blanco

Alli and Steve navigating the Bay Of Samaná On a nature hike in Los Haitises National Park



Staff Spotlight: Yasmilda Vidal, Administrative 
Assistant
Yasmilda Vidal is currently a marketing management student at 
the Universidad Autónoma de Santo Domingo (UASD), and 
has also studied graphic design. As administrative assistant for 
the Liberal Arts and Sports and Society programs, Yasmilda 
assists students with basic information about life in Santo 
Domingo, administers the program library, maintains the 
program website, and manages homestay placements and 
student health needs during the summer Sports and Society 
program. She is often the first person that greets students as 
they arrive at the Study Center, and the last person that sends 
them off. As a student herself, she can also share with CIEE 
students her strategies for juggling the demands of student life 
in the Dominican Republic. What Yasmilda most enjoys about 
working with CIEE is engaging in intercultural exchange with 
fellow students, as well as the opportunity to help and support 
students in such a transitional phase of their lives.

Find more staff spotlights in previous and upcoming 
newsletters!

The CIEE Santo Domingo Study Center

What to do When Youʼre in the CIEE Study Center: 
•Use our internet cafe-- we don’t charge for the internet, we don’t even charge for the coffee! (wifi  access, desktop  computers, and 
printers available). Indoor and outdoor areas available, dedicated quiet areas for studying and non-quiet areas for skyping, group
work, or watching as many “Call Me Maybe” covers as you like.
•Check for mail or packages
•Get up to date with local news with our large newspaper collection
•Consult CIEE’s academic library or choose a book for your next trip to the beach
•Attend a CIEE noche de cine (movie night)
•Ask staff for advice on travel, local transportation, cultural adaptation, where to buy the best empanadas, or how to change classes
•Browse articles related to Spanish language acquisition, updated weekly
•Play some dominoes (you might even be able to coerce staff into joining you)
•Talk baseball, politics, or whatever else with our estudiantes de apoyo, local student 
volunteers, some of whom have regular hours at our Study Center
•Play with Nena, our fluffy, friendly office dog.

Far left: Nena, back from the vet with a fresh 

bow!; Left: Movie Night at the CIEE Study 
Center; Above: The CIEE Study Center in 

Santo Domingo 

Internship Spotlights

Here in Santo Domingo students have the option of enrolling in CIEEʼs internship  class, enabling them to acquire 90 hours of work 
experience in various different fields. On pages 5 and 9 of this newsletter are the reflections of Marisa and Alli, both of whom chose 
to work in the NGO  sector, participating in projects that assist marginalized populations in Santo Domingo and the countryside. In 
addition to working with NGOs, students have the opportunity to choose institutions from a variety of backgrounds. We have just 
expanded our internship  opportunities to include choices for journalism buffs, sports fans, environmental enthusiasts, economists, 
fair trade advocates, and many others in both the not-for-profit and for-profit sectors and are continually looking for ways to cater to 
our studentsʼ evolving interests!

Program Spotlights



2009
lorem ipsum dolor met set 
quam nunc parum
lllllllllllllooooooooooooooooorrrrrrrrrrrrrrrreeeeeeeeeeemmmmmmmmmmmmm iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiippppppppppppppppsssssssssssssssssssssssssssuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuummmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm ddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooollllllllllllllllllllloooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooorrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeettttttttttttttttttttttttt sssssssssssssssssseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeetttttttttttttttttt
qqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqqquuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaammmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnuuuuuuuuuunnnnnnncccccc pppppppppaaaaaaaaaarrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrruuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuummmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm

Program Theme Spotlight:
What Should We Call Our Island?

The following illustrates one of  the themes of CIEE Santo Domingoʼs 
Liberal Arts Program. Students are often challenged in new ways while on 
the program, and though some experiences can be frustrating,  those 
same experiences can also offer excelent opportunities for student growth 
and maturity. 

by María Filomena González, Resident Director

The island shared by the Republic of Haiti and the Dominican 
Republic has had diverse names throughout the years. For this 
reason, many of my students ask me, “Out of all the names that 
are used for our island, which one is really correct?” In order to 
answer this question, we must look to the history of the island.  

In his journal, Christopher Columbus, who first came to the island 
in 1492, stated that the Tainos (the islandʼs native population) 
called it Bohío, but he decided to call it Española. 

Friar Ramón Pané, a priest who arrived on Columbusʼ second 
voyage in order to learn the language of the Tainos and convert 
them to Catholicism, wrote that the inhabitants of the island called 
it Haití. Bartolomé de las Casas confirmed this, stating that the 
island was called Haytí. 

In the beginning of the 16th Century, the name Española was used 
for maps made by Europeans. By the middle of that century, the 
chronicler Pedro Martyr de Anglería, who had never travelled to 
America, claimed that the name given to the island by the Tainos 
was Quisqueia. This name, which has grown to be so beloved by 
both Dominicans and Haitians, has been historically questioned 
because it does not pertain to the Taino language. Therefore, we 
must conclude that in actuality the island was never named 
Quisqueia before the arrival of the Europeans.

In the 17th and  18th Century, the island was generally recognized 
as Santo Domingo, or Saint Domingue in French. In the 19th

century, this was the name that the islandʼs habitants, both Haitian 
and Dominican, used to call their home and remains the most 
accurate name for the island today. 

However, the first of several U.S. military occupations of the island 
lasted from 1914-1934 in Haiti and from 1916-1924 in the 
Dominican Republic, and during that time, in 1918, the name 
Hispaniola was recommended to the United States Geographic 
Society by Joseph H. Pendleton, the interim Chief of the military 
occupation government, and by William W. Russell, the Minister to 
the United States in the Dominican Republic. Despite the fact that 
not a single Dominican or Haitian document exists with the name 
Hispaniola, this was the name given to our island in maps and 
documents originating from the United States.

From that moment on, members of the Haitian and Dominican 
intellectual communities have urged that Hispaniola not be used 
for the island, but because it appears prominently in maps, many 
people understand it to be the real name of the island. 

I always like to ask my students, “what would happen if the 
Dominican Geographic Society decided to change the name of the 
island of Manhattan?” 



Institution Spotlight: Instituto Tecnológico de Santo Domingo- INTEC

The Santo Domingo Institute of Technology (INTEC, for its acronym in Spanish) was founded in 1972 by a group of professors 
previously working in a different university and who strived for a more academically-challenging institution that encouraged a broader 
range of critical thought. INTEC has stood out for introducing innovations in Dominican higher education: internship  opportunities for 
students in all majors, a more transparent and democratic process for assigning high-ranking administrative staff, and the creation of 
research teams for urban studies, gender, and the environment, among others. 

INTEC now offers 16 undergraduate and 50 graduate programs, and the majority of its student body of 3,000 students is female in the 
areas of business, social sciences, and medicine, and female representation continues to grow in areas traditionally considered 
masculine, such as engineering. The campus atmosphere in the mornings is quite similar to a U.S. university, with many young 
students gathering in common areas and cafes in between classes. Additionally, the streets surrounding the university are full of 
student-oriented food stands, cafes, and copy shops. Late afternoon and evening classes are usually attended by working 
professionals, and it is not uncommon during these times to see an older student body adhering to a more formal dress code.   

Although much attention has been given to INTECʼs technological and engineering fields 
of studies, its social sciences, humanities, and health departments are considered top-
notch in the country as well, and the university has one of the best social sciences 
libraries in the D.R.

One of INTECʼs most progressive attributes is its “Standout Students with INTEC” 
program, which evaluates the best high-school students from public as well as private 
schools throughout the entire country and pays not only for class registration for these 
students, but also for their housing and books. The scholarship programs is supported by 
various private companies and is astoundingly helpful in a country where the majority of 
the population lives below the poverty line and the chance to attend college is a rare 
privilege even for the most intelligent students.  

Internship Spotlight: Marisa
Challenges, Lessons and Passions: My Experience in my Internship

Having an internship  in a language that is not your own in a developing country brings challenges, amazing experiences, lessons and a 
large amount of personal growth. Through my internship, I have witnessed the challenges that young people face here in the Dominican 
Republic regarding the lack of opportunities for personal expression and political advocacy, the lack of safe spaces for meetings and 
simply hanging out and the need for more public health programs, especially programs dedicated to sexual health. At times working on 
the creation of a safe space for the youth of Santo Domingo was challenging when I couldnʼt find the right words to express my thoughts 
or when I had to give a presentation in a meeting in front of 50 people. However, this opportunity has allowed me to see the role that 
NGOs play in a developing country and the difficulties that they face, especially the lack of funds. Not only has my internship  taught me 
about the development of the Dominican Republic, but it has helped me learn a lot about myself. I have learned the pre-conceived 
notions that I once had about certain groups of people, that I am capable of being part of a team in a professional Spanish-speaking 
setting, and most importantly, I have found my passion. Although I believe in the goals and the motivations of my organization, I have 

realized that my true passion is education and the reform of public 
educational systems. I do not think that I would have been able to 
focus what I want to do 
if it had not been for 
working outside of that 
realm, through th is 
internship. Although my 
internship  was different 
than I expected, I am 
w h o l e - h e a r t e d l y 
appreciat ive of this 
opportunity and all that I 
h a v e l e a r n e d a n d 
gained from it. 

Photo: Marisa (bottom left of photo) meets with colleagues 
during a planning meeting for a safe zone for marginalized 
teens. 



Daytrip to Bonao and Río Blanco

In October we visited Bonao, a mountain community in the Central Mountain 
Range north of Santo Domingo.  Unfortunately an abnormally lengthy traffic jam 
on the way out of Santo Domingo prevented us from being able to visit Bonaoʼs 
famous Francisco Bidó Museum, dedicated to one of the most famous 
Dominican painters of the last century and native son of Bonao, but we still had 
time for some other interesting activities. First, we visited with an artist 
dedicated to making santos de palo (wooden saints), an art unique to the 
region. Using rustic tree branches and limbs, dozens of artisans from the area 
carve and paint various saints and religious figures. Santos de Palo are one of 
the best examples of Dominican folkloric art, and during our visit with the artist 
we learned about the process of making these pieces, as well as his and other 
artisansʼ efforts to restore this art form, which for a while was on the verge of 
disappearance. 

Next, we climbed the mountains even further to visit the Rio Blanco Ecotourism 
Center, an area funded by USAID and the Dominican Sustainable Tourism 
Alliance that works with community members from the area to protect pristine 
natural resources and create sustainable ways to make a living and attract eco-
tourism, including providing tours of the organic coffee that is produced in the 
region and making sustainable bamboo furniture. After receiving a brief tour of a 
coffee plantation and a furniture shop  (and of course drinking some fresh 
organic coffee), we hiked down a valley to a beautiful river, where we had some 
time to take a little dip in the water. 

Above left: Students meet with Esteban, Coordinator of the Rio Blanco Ecotourism 
Project, to learn about the various steps the organization takes in ensuring sustainable 
environmental practices in the area; Above right: learning from a local artisan about the 
process of carving wooden saints. Middle: Melissa and Rosmery take a break in the Río 
Blanco river valley; Right: Steve makes it to the top of the boulder.  

Program Highlights



CIEE at the ballpark
Pónchelo! Aficéalo! Dos estrai con el rancho ardiendo! Even if 
you know Spanish, these phrases might seem quite foreign to 
you, but it only takes a couple of days of being in the D.R. 
before students learn to talk pelota, or baseball, which rivals 
politics as the dominant conversation theme and is rivaled by 
none when it comes to national passions. In a word, baseball 
in the D.R. is huge, and often serves as a way for students to 
integrate more thoroughly into Dominican culture. Baseball fan 
or not, attending a Dominican Professional League game is a 
requirement for anyone who really wants to understand 
Dominican culture, and we all had the chance to do so in 
November, watching a game between Santo Domingoʼs two 
rival teams, Escogido and Licey. Games here are long, but the 
time is filled with much more than just baseball, including 
dancers, conjuntos (bands consisting of drums and horns 
blaring rythms from the bleachers), and animated fans 
amicably taunting supporters of the rival team. The 
atmosphere at 
D o m i n i c a n 
baseball games 
is much more 
ca re - f ree and 
celebratory than 
most people are 
used to, but the 
passion for the 
game is just as 
intense. 

Museum of Dominican Resistance

Santo Domingo was recently designated Cultural 
Capital of the Americas by the Bureau of 
International Cultural Capitals. Among the cultural 
opportunities that exist are many museums, one of 
the most interesting of which is the Memorial 
Museum of Dominican Resistance, located near 
the CIEE Study Center in the historic Colonial 
Zone. The museum is dedicated to Dominicansʼ 
struggle to achieve and defend democracy against 
the many foreign and domestic challenges that 
have presented themselves throughout the years. 
Among the museumʼs exhibits are information about 
some of the tactics and policies employed by 
despot Rafael Trujillo during his merciless 31-year 
dictatorship  of the D.R.; the two U.S. military 
occupations of the 20th Century; and ways in which 
democratically-minded Dominicans fought against 
these threats in order to achieve liberty for the 
country. The recently-established museum has 
been very eye-opening to many of its Dominican 
visitors and further helped CIEE students to 
contextualize what they have learned in their 
classes and understand the importance of 
Dominicansʼ struggle to enjoy democracy. 

Above and left: Rooting for Escogido at an Escogido-Licey 
game in Santo Domingo; Bottom left: Speaking with a guide 
about the horrors of the Trujillo regime at the Museum of 
Dominican Resistance.



Caño Hondo and Los Haitises
You may remember from our previous newsletter that the Dominican Republic is one of the most biologically eco-diverse 
countries in the Caribbean. There are beaches, mountains, cloud forests, and many different micro-climates. One of the most 
stunning and diverse regions of the Dominican Republic is Los Haitises National Park, famous for its karst rock formations, 
intense network of mangrove forests, and the Bay of Samaná, a stop  along the yearly migration route of hundreds of humpback 
whales. 

In November we visited the national park, staying in one of the most unique eco-lodges in the country, right at the parkʼs 
entrance. This part of the country is quite secluded, and many people who grew up  near Los Haitises National Park are no 
strangers to protecting the environment and the bio-diversity of the region. Our hotel has even been active in supporting local 
organizations that train locals from the area to become guides for tourists, explaining the ecological importance of the region, 
while also working to protect the area from outsiders who often come to the area with not-so-environmentally-friendly ideas in 
mind. From our home base, we were able to enjoy a hike through the national park, learning about the different flora and fauna of 
the area, and even trying some of the fresh fruits growing on the trees among which we walked. The hike ended with a visit to 
two caves, one of which was used ceremoniously by the Tainos, the indigenous people of the island, where hundreds of 
pictographs depicting their gods, traditions, and even the arrival of the Spanish fleets of the 15th and 16th centuries can be seen.

We also went on a boat tour of the mangrove forests and participated in mangrove re-forestation, helping to re-vegetate portions 
of the forests destroyed by Hurricane George in 1998. 
Mangroves are of utmost importance in protecting the 
ecological balance of the island, so their protection and 
preservation is a common topic for discussion here in the 
D.R. During all of these activities we were accompanied by 
the local guides mentioned above. 

There was also a bit of time to enjoy the beauty of the eco-
lodge, where we swam in one of the many fresh-water pools 
formed by the river that runs through the lodgeʼs grounds, 
and had a bonfire with sʼmores one evening. 

Above left: Sʼmores, anyone? Above right: Rules of nature: If you can reach the 

fruit on the tree branch, you can eat the fruit on the tree branch. Steve tries to 
knock down a midday snack. Left: Planting some mangrove saplings in an area 

affected by the hurricane. 



Internship Spotlight: Alli

This semester I have been working at a small NGO that is based in Santo Domingo, but establishes projects in rural communities all 
over the island. I have mainly worked with a project that provides services and support to people living with HIV/AIDS. 

During my internship, I gave presentations in monthly workshops, created an entire website dedicated to selling the artisanry made 
by some of the participants in an income generation program, visited some of the participantsʼ homes to conduct interviews, and 
created a final video of the project for the organization to show to its donors. 

My internship  was challenging in the best ways possible: I had no idea how to create a website, I hadnʼt tried making a video since I 
was in the fifth grade, and I was terrified at the thought of giving workshops in SPANISH to a group of Dominicans! But I learned that 
creativity, an open mind, and a willingness to be adventurous all open the door to real learning and personal growth.

I have learned an enormous amount about the world of NGOs and now know that I would love to work in the field of project design 
and implementation in community development. In addition, my internship  was an awesome way to get to travel to the rural zones of 
the country and meet many different, interesting people.

This experience participating in a development internship has absolutely been one of the best aspects of the CIEE program.

Thanksgiving Celebration

Three times throughout the semester we all get together as a group  to 
make sure that things are going well for students, that they have been 
able to get the most out of their experience and learn from the most 
challenging aspects of their time here, and that they are prepared for 
taking the next steps in this educational process. This third meeting 
focuses on re-entry into the United States, as it comes at the end of the 
semester. The most important part of the evening, however, came after 
the chance for reflection and preparing for the transition back to life in 
the U.S.—our Thanksgiving dinner! It was the first time away from 
home during Thanksgiving for many of our students, and while nothing 
can really substitute for the feeling of being home amongst family on 
Thanksgiving, the turkey was still pretty tasty. 

This  is  a presentation I gave in a workshop about the best ways to 
handle the difficult subject of delivering the results of an HIV test  to 
an individual and his or her family.

This is some of the jewelry that the project participants created. I was 
responsible for deciding prices for each item, taking photographs of all the 
items, and using them on the website I created to help sell the artisanry. 



Ave. Pasteur 151, esquina Lea de Castro
Gazcue
Santo Domingo
Dominican Republic
809-685-9189
www.ciee/org/study-abroad

CIEE Study Center
Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic

About Us
The CIEE Study Center in Santo Domingo is designed for students who want to 
improve their Spanish language skills while studying contemporary social issues that 
affect Latin America and specifically the Caribbean region. Through its course offerings 
at several different academic institutions, a wide variety of courses may be taken by 
CIEE students. From very early in the program, students are encouraged to create 
goals for the semester and analyze the ways in which those goals can be met,  as well 
as consider how they may address the potential challenges to meeting those goals. 
Several times throughout the semester, students revisit these goals in order to assess 
their progress,  so that in the end each student has a successful and worthwhile 
semester.

If  you have any questions about our program or our Study Center, we are happy to 
assist you!

María Filomena Gonzalez, Resident Director
mgonzalez@ciee.org

Nathaniel Thompson, Assistant Resident Director
nthompson@ciee.org

Jensine Fraser, Study Abroad Advisor
jfraser@ciee.org

The CIEE Santo Domingo team (descending the 
stairs): Elvin, Lina, Mayra, Yasmilda, Nathaniel, 
Hector,  Maria, and Nena, CIEEʼs furry, faithful 
companion.
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Thanks to our small but dynamic, motivated, and fun-loving Fall 2012 group.  We wish you 
luck in your future endeavors, hope to remain in close contact with all of you, y sobre todo 
esperamos volver a verles pronto!


