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Top-bottom, left-right: The 
group gathers for a shot at 
the ruins of the Boca de 
Nigua sugar mill; Rosmery 
tries some Dominican-style 
sweets; Ruby and Melissa 
introduce themselves to the 
group on day 1; Ruby and Alli 
on a self-guided tour of 
Santiago;  Steve and Marisa 
i n S a n t i a g o ; S t u d e n t 
Coordinator Hector and some 
estudiantes de apoyo teach 
t h e g r o u p  L a t i n - s t y l e 
dominoes. 

the GROUP:

Rosmery, Northeastern University

Melissa, Penn State University Alli, Colby College

Ruby, University of Richmond

Steve, University of Rochester

Marisa, Georgetown University



Acclimatization:
Getting Accustomed to life in the D.R.

Itʼs hard to know what to expect if youʼve never 
been to Santo Domingo or the Dominican 
Republic before. There are guidebooks, 
postcards, and advice from people who have 
travelled here before, but there is a complexity to 
Santo Domingo that is hard to understand 
without experiencing it.  As capital to a 
developing country, Santo Domingo has been 
witness to numerous progressive and technological advancements over the past decade, seeing a large increase in infrastructure in 
targeted areas, including the construction of malls, office and apartment towers, new roadways, and even a subway system. Yet 
despite this perceived progress, much of the population throughout the capital city and the rest of the country continues to live under 
the poverty line. Advances in human development have sometimes been absent from the great advances in infrastructural 
development, leaving Santo Domingo in a unique position that is ideal for observing the challenges to a society in transition. 

During orientation week, in addition to 
preparing students with information they need 
to know about choosing classes, getting along 
with their host families, and remaining safe, we 
also focus on introducing them to this 
complexity that exists in Santo Domingo and 
throughout the country. For example, through 
public transportation tours, they learn how 
people move about the city and are exposed to 
the many faces of Santo Domingo, and during 
their preparations to take university classes, 
they are educated on the different teaching 
styles and student-professor relationship  that 
exist in the Dominican education system as 
well as the differences that exist between each 
individual institution where they can take their 
classes. To finish out orientation week, students visited the ruins of two sugar mills, one from the 16th century and the other from the 
18th, in order to learn more about the  colonial history of the island. The sugar industry was of great importance during the colonial 
period, and to provide laborers for the tough work, both the Boca de Nigua and Engombe mills that we visited were worked by slaves. 
Slavery on the island has a long and sometimes overlooked history, and it was an important opportunity for CIEE students to visit two 
of the sites where slavery occurred—while there, they learned not only about how the sugar mills operated, but also how this history 

of slavery and the African presence have influenced 
Dominican culture and society and shaped Dominicansʼ 
personal identities. As a way to unwind from a day of 
traveling and learning about these tough realities, students 
had a bit of time to relax at nearby playa Palenque, a beach 
popular amongst local Dominicans. 

Top:  Santo Domingoʼs modern skyline, viewed from the Cordillera 
Central mountain range; Middle left: Sometimes we have to look 
for some comforts from home, like pizza, during our adaptation, 
but this pizza has a Dominican twist: corn as an ingredient. 
Middle right: Pizza was balanced out by a Dominican dessert. 
Both of these photos are from our first monthly student meeting, a 
time to reflect on our goals and experiences in the program; left: 
Resident Director María Filomena González talks to the group at 
the Engombe sugar mill about the history of  slavery on the island 
during the period of colonization.
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Program Theme Spotlight:
The Struggle for the Demythification of Dominican History

The following illustrates one of the themes of CIEE Santo Domingoʼs Liberal Arts 
Program. Students are often challenged in new ways while on the program, and 
though some experiences can be frustrating, those same experiences can also offer 
excelent opportunities for student growth and maturity. 

by María Filomena González, Resident Director

As with the majority of countries that struggle to achieve democracy, the 
effective teaching of history in the Dominican Republic has confronted 
myths, stereotypes, and manipulations through what is considered the 
“Official History.” 

New generations of historians have made the demythification of the 
traditional interpretation of Dominican history one of their primary objectives. 

The Official History presents a vision of the past that is supported by 
interests that benefit from the reproduction of racism, despotism, and the 
de-valuation of popular culture and the contributions of marginalized groups 
to the construction of national identity. Above all, these interests have 
benefitted from the propagation of authoritarian ideologies, for example the 
Trujillista ideology in the Dominican Republic (an ideology formed during 
Rafael Trujilloʼs 31-year dictatorship  from 1930-1961), whose misguided 
manipulation of “hispanidad” (identifying with all things Spanish), 
Catholicism, anti-Haitianism, and despotism still persist in our countryʼs 
dominant ideology. 

However, in the classrooms of some institutions of higher learning the 
teaching of Dominican History contests the Official History. Dominican 
students experience a cognitive conflict between what they have learned in 
primary and secondary school and what they are now being taught in 
universities. They are confronted with many questions: Why was I taught 
history in this manner? Why was I taught things that are not true? Why do 
teachers teach history that is propped up by an incorrect ideology?

Study abroad students, in addition to sometimes witnessing expressions of 
these doubts in real-time also have to contend with the continued 
stereotypes, myths, and de-valuation of “lo dominicano” outside of the 
university classroom, which are commonly affirmed by those with whom 
they often interact since so many people have been educated under the 
vision of the Official History. This can prove to be quite challenging when 
students wish to create a dialogue with their peers, host families, friends, or 
other acquaintances who have been educated under the Official History. It 
can be difficult to approach others without appearing disrespectful but at the 
same time refusing to condone an unbalanced view of Dominican society. 
One of the toughest questions students may face while studying in Santo 
Domingo is, “What should I do? Should I contradict my friend or host family, 
and enter into an argument? Should I engage in conversation? Or should I 
simply let the matter slide?” This is one of the most pressing dilemmas that 
Santo Domingo Liberal Arts students face, especially when in their previous 
education, they have fought against stereotypes, racism, and despotism. 
And challenging as it may be, it also provides some of the best learning 
opportunities, as long as students are willing to open themselves up  to the 
challenge. 



Classes and Institutions
Because Santo Domingo is complex, as mentioned earlier, itʼs 
only natural that students have access to a variety of academic 
options in order to allow them a more complete vision of the 
Dominican academic system. For this reason, students are not 
limited to just one university where they take their classes; in 
addition to having the option of taking several classes at the 
CIEE Study Center, they also take classes at the Instituto 
Tecnológico de Santo Domingo (INTEC) and the Centro 
Filosófico Pedro Francisco Bonó. 

The CIEE Study Center is housed in a classic example of the Neo-
Hispanic architectural style that dominated the neighborhood of 
Gazcue in the late 1950s and early 1960s, when the neighborhood 
was favored by members of the Dominican bourgeoisie. The house 
was designed by Guillermo González Sánchez, considered the 
father of modern Dominican architecture. Today, Gazcue is a 
livelier and much more middle-class neighborhood where many 
historically-registered houses share the streets with newer building 
projects. It is still known for its tree-lined streets and proximity to 
the Caribbean Sea, the Colonial Zone, and the modern city center. 
Classes available through the CIEE Center include Spanish 
Language and Culture and a Development Internship, among 
others depending on interest each semester.  

INTEC has much more of a traditional university feel—a campus 
filled with students, nearby (cheap!) restaurants and hangout 
spots, and a great library. It is a private university founded in the 
mid-1970s by a group  of professionals and businessmen who 
were disenfranchised with the level of freedom of expression 
and critical thought existent in the Dominican university system 
of the era. The university, which specializes in the areas of 
social sciences, humanities, medicine, business, and 
engineering, is known for its high academic quality. 

The Instituto Bonó has a very small student body, and occupies 
a small area near a bustling transportation hubs where the 
streets are alive with vendors and transportation employees 
yelling out their destinations trying to attract patrons. The place 
is so lively and illustrative of the daily lives of most Dominicans 
that there was even a famous song written about life in that 
neighborhood. The Intituto Bonó is comprised largely of male 
students from low-income sectors of the D.R. and elsewhere 
throughout Latin America who are studying to become priests. It 
was founded in the 1980s by the Jesuit Order, which sought to 
create an institution that followed the doctrines of Latin 
American Liberation Theology and encouraged freedom of 
expression and critical thought.

Staff Spotlight: Lina Arriaga

Lina, CIEE Santo Domingoʼs Housing, Health, and Excursions 
Coordinator, has just completed her first year with the program, 
after having completed her bachelorʼs degree from the Catholic 
University of Santo Domingo and then traveling to Madrid, 
Spain, to complete her Masterʼs at the Center for Finance 
Studies. Lina manages our host families, not only choosing the 
best fit for each student but also providing the families with 
training as new trends in study abroad develop  and the 
students with tips on how to maximize their experience with 
their families. Additionally, Lina coordinates the overnight, day-
long, and evening excursions and activities that take place 
throughout the semester and if students become ill, she always 
accompanies them to the clinic, providing moral support and 
making sure that nothing is lost in translation with that tricky 
medical terminology. Despite these concrete responsibilities, 
what Lina most enjoys about working with CIEE is the 

opportunity to serve as a friend to students, especially when 
they experience difficulty living in a new culture, giving them 
emotional support and making them feel like the D.R. is a 
second home for them.  

Find more staff 
spotlights in our 
next newsletter!

The CIEE Santo Domingo Study Center

INTEC

Lina points out a few 
places of interest on the 
map to Alli on day one 
d u r i n g o u r a r r i v a l 
reception, during which 
students were introduced 
to their host families for 
the first time. 



What to do during your free time: 

Of course one of the reasons students choose to study 
abroad is for the opportunities for increased independence 
that it offers them. Hereʼs what current and former CIEE 
Santo Domingo students have done independently to fill 
their time in between classes and program activities: 

*Work at an internship through CIEEs Internship course or 
as a not-for-credit volunteer, where students can work with 
a variety of institutions addressing various themes such as 
education, public health, gender, social entrepreneurship, etc. Options are expanding all the time!

*Eco-tourism: beaches, mountains, desserts, cloud forests, lakes, rivers, hiking, horseback riding, rafting, and mountain biking are all 
within a few hours of Santo Domingo.

*Cultural tourism: culturally and historically significant towns and sites of interest are all easily accessible through public 
transportation.

*Join a club or interest group in Santo Domingo: ultimate 
frisbee teams, baseball clubs, literary circles, and church 
youth groups are all great ways to meet local Dominicans!

*Climb Pico Duarte, the tallest peak in the Caribean (bring a 
sweater!)

Institution Spotlight: Instituto Filosófico Pedro F. Bonó (Pedro F. Bonó Philosophic Institute)

In 1985, the Compañía de Jesús founded the Pedro F. Bonó Philosophic Institute, or Instituto Bonó, in order to provide Jesuit 
seminary students with a broad foundation in philosophy and social sciences, structured around the educational philosophy of the 
Jesuit order as well as Liberation Theology. Previously, these seminary students studied through an institution with a much more rigid 
interpretation of education and theology, so the creation of this institute was important to provide seminarians with an education that 
would allow them to work more effectively in the community after graduating. While the Institute is linked with INTEC, it is located 
independently in one of the most traditional working class neighborhoods of Santo Domingo.

The Instituto Bonó has a small student body of about 100 students, most of whom are male seminarians. Because of its small size, 
the atmosphere here is quite friendly and familiar—students often form close relations with not just professors, but all staff throughout 
the Institute. Students here are usually strongly drawn towards service in a way that distinguishes them from students from other 
institutions of higher education. The majority of students come from small towns within the Dominican Republic and throughout the 
Caribbean: Haitian, Puerto Rican, and Cuban students attend as well. This allows 
for increased diversity in the classroom that facilitates broader discussions and the 
expanding of studentsʼ horizons.

The Instituto Bonó forms part of the Centro Bonó, which in addition to its 
Philosophic Institute is home to the Jesuit Service for Refugees and Immigrants  as 
well as the Juan Montalvo Research Center. The Centerʼs library has one of the 
best selections of readings on Dominican thought, history, and popular social 
movements in the country.

The Instituteʼs respect for free thought and expression of ideas permits its students 
to partake in a critical analysis of the Dominican reality. 

check our next newlsetter for a spotlight on INTEC
Instituto Bonó

Above: One of the D.R.ʼs many beaches. Photo by Steve. Left: A mix of 

pine forests and agricultural fields at the base of Pico Duarte, in the 
D.R.ʼs Central Mountain Range.



What to do when youʼre in the Colonial Zone

Santo Domingoʼs Colonial Zone, less than a mile from the CIEE Study Center, 
is a a great hangout spot that attracts not only tourists but much of the cityʼs 
student population as well— in addition to all the historical sites here (the 
Colonial Zone has many “firsts” in the Americas—the first cathedral, the first 
hospital, etc.), itʼs also easy to find restaurants, bars, street performers, free live 
open-air concerts, and there are several small theaters that are popular 
amongst university students as well. 

In September, we visited one of these theaters to watch a production of Alfred 
Jarry´s Ubu the King (Ubú Rey, in Spanish, or Ubu Roi as it is called in its 
original French version), a surrealistic drama about power and corruption. This 
adaptation had a Dominican twist which made the work quite contemporary and 
applicable to its sold-out audience, composed mostly of university students. 

Some of our students also met up  with students from CIEEʼs Service Learning 
program in Santiago during their excursion to Santo Domingo for a walking tour 
of the Colonial Zone, learning more about the historical significance of this area 
while also having a chance to exchange experiences and learn of the different 
opportunities that exist between the CIEE Santo Domingo Liberal Arts program 
and the Santiago Service Learning program. Santo Domingo and Santiago are 
quite distinct from each other despite lying only two hours apart, and each CIEE 
program in the D.R. is quite distinct in its offerings, so this was a great 
opportunity for students to share some time together and share their unique 
experiences. In addition to the walking tour, CIEE Santo Domingo Liberal Arts 
Students also showed CIEE Santiago Service Learning students a night out in 
Santo Domingo.  

Above left: Students from CIEE Santo Domingo and CIEE Service Learning in Santiago 
meet  for a walking tour of the Colonial Zone. Photo by Pelumi Ogunlana,  Service 
Learning program; Above right: Diego Colónʼs house, Colonial Zone. Photo by Steve. 
Center: The cast of Ubú Rey performs. photo from www.turismoenazul.com.ar; Right: 
Steven poses under the statue of Columbus in the Colonial Zoneʼs Parque Colón. Photo 
by Steve.



A Complex Topic
Improper disposal of trash is often a 
contentious subject for CIEE Santo 
Domingo s tudents (and fo r many 
Dominicans as wel l ) , and another 
challenging topic that sometimes allows 
students to think about the complexities 
surrounding the Dominican reality and 
ultimately grow into more comprehensive 
people. While it is common and tempting to 
view those who allow waste to accumulate 
as aloof to the countryʼs environmental 
wellbeing, students often come to realize 
that there are multiple social factors at play 
here as well: limited services provided by 
the government, habits and behaviors of 
foreign businesses present in the D.R., as 
well as consumptive practices and patterns 
in the U.S. are all issues that come to the 
foreground when contemplating Dominican 
environmental standards. While these 
factors may not justify improper waste 
disposal throughout areas of the country, 
many students find that their time abroad 
and exposure to new realities and ways of 
thought exposes them to the complexities 
of their own realities and the realities of 
their host nation, allowing them to topics 
such as these with a new mindset.

Conserving the Environment
For many, the Dominican Republic is best known for its beaches. And while 
thinking of only beaches does a disservice to the D.R.ʼs ecological diversity (the 
country has cloud forests, deserts, many microclimates and even the highest 
mountain in the Caribbean) as well as its cultural diversity, keeping the beaches 
clean is still tantamount to keeping tourism thriving and preserving the countryʼs 
beauty. Unfortunately, inadequate waste disposal systems in the country have 
contributed to an increased presence of littering, and some beaches often 
become speckled with trash, especially after rainstorms when increased flow 
from rivers empties trash into the ocean. 

To combat this problem and to promote a culture of proper waste disposal, 
various organizations in the D.R. team together every year to organize nation-
wide beach cleanup  days. Several of the students from the group participated in 
the most recent of these events, held on Saturday, September 15th. Early in the 
morning we gathered at the nearest beach to the CIEE Study Center, just a few 
blocks away, to participate in the efforts. All in all, 22,000 volunteers participated 
and 10 tons of waste were collected nationwide in this yearʼs event. The trash 
that is collected is categorized and any recyclable items are sent to recycling 
centers. The increased participation in these events as well as the increased 
presence of recycling centers in the country is a sign that civic consciousness is 
beginning to place more importance on protecting the D.R.ʼs beautiful and 
diverse ecosystem, and the opportunity for CIEE students to be part of that 
change may prove to be quite substantial in the years to come.

Ruby, Marisa, and Melissa participate in beach cleanup day. Since the beach featured in 
this  photo is  right at  the mouth of the Ozama River, it is particularly prone to accumulating 
trash following heavy rainstorms when the river drains into the Caribbean Sea quickly.



El Cibao
The Cibao valley is the fertile region running through the center of the country, sandwiched between two mountain ranges. It is 
here where much of the agricultural production-- tobacco, rice, plaintains, coffee and cacao-- takes place. It was in the Cibao 
valley, near the community of Salcedo, that the Mirabal family lived, and it was through agriculture that the father of the four 
Mirabal sisters was able to provide them with a comfortable life. The Mirabal Sisters have become national heroes for having 
opposed Dictator Rafael Trujilloʼs (who ruled the country from 1930-1961) regime, known for its oppressive, racist, murderous, 
and self-serving policies. Trujilloʼs ordered assassination of three of the four sisters in November of 1960 marked the beginning of 
the end to his rule, and in May of 1961 he was finally brought to justice when a group  of men close to him participated in his 
assassination. 

Today, the house where the sisters were living during the final months of their lives, while they plotted against the dictator, serves 
as a museum to preserve their memory. In early September we visited the museum as part of our trip  into the Cibao. The 
museum can be quite shocking when comparing the serenity and beauty of the home and its extensive gardens with the violence 
with which the sisters were killed. Dedé Mirabal, the only sister who survived, still cares for the museum today, and lives nearby 
in the house of her and her sisters  ́ youth. UNESCO has declared November 25, the day the Sisters were assassinated, as 
International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women.    

After traveling to Salcedo to visit the Mirabal Sisters Museum, we continued on to Santiago, the second-largest city in the D.R. 
and heart of the Cibao region, where we visited the Centro 
Leon, one of the most advanced cultural centers and 
museums in the Caribbean, and had a walking tour of the 
historic center of Santiago, where students observed the 
unique architecture of the city; saw incredible views of 
Santiago from a monument originally dedicated to Trujillo 
and later re-dedicated to the Heroes of the War of the 
Restoration, fought from 1863-1865 when the D.R. regained 
their independence from Spain); and roamed through a 
dynamic old market whose nod towards tradition is 
challenged more every day by notions of modernity and 
progress. 

Above left: The group gathers around a pilón (a kitchen utensil used to grind 

ingredients) at the Mirabal Sisters Museum in Salcedo. Above right: The group 
in front of Santiagoʼs Monument to the Heroes of the Restoration. Left: Mingling 

with members (or at least paintings of members) of the famous Leon Jimenez 
family at Santiagoʼs Centro León.



Left: Steve meets his host family 
on day one. Right:Some 
students with Student Services 
Coordinator Hector at the Cenro 
León in Santiago. Below left: 
Marissa and Alli arrive to the 
Study Center on day one. Below 
right: Celebrating the birthday of 
Lina, Heatlh, Housing, and 
Safety Coordinator.

Ave. Pasteur 151, esquina Lea de Castro
Gazcue
Santo Domingo
Dominican Republic
809-685-9189
www.ciee/org/study-abroad

CIEE Study Center
Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic

The CIEE Study Center in Santo Domingo is designed for 
students who want to improve their Spanish language skills 
while studying contemporary social issues that affect Latin America and specifically the 
Caribbean region. Through its course offerings at several different academic 
institutions, a wide variety of courses may be taken by CIEE students. From very early 
in the program, students are encouraged to create goals for the semester and analyze 
the ways in which those goals can be met, as well as consider how they may address 
the potential challenges to meeting those goals. Several times throughout the 
semester, students revisit these goals in order to assess their progress, so that in the 
end each student has a successful and worthwhile semester.

The semester isnʼt over yet and thereʼs still lots we plan on doing so keep an eye out 
for our next newsletter!
If you have any questions about our program or our Study Center, we are happy to 
assist you!

María Filomena Gonzalez, Resident Director
mgonzalez@ciee.org

Nathaniel Thompson, Assistant Resident Director
nthompson@ciee.org

Jensine Fraser, Study Abroad Advisor
jfraser@ciee.org

The CIEE Santo Domingo team (descending the 
stairs): Elvin, Lina, Mayra, Yasmilda, Nathaniel, 
Hector, Maria, and Nena, CIEEʼs furry, faithful 
companion.
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