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Greetings from St. Petersburg, Russia! We have very 
much enjoyed spending time with your students on 
the Russian Language and Russian Area Studies 
Programs this semester. As the semester winds up 
this week and our students take final exams, we 
would like to share some of the highlights of the 
second half of the semester with you.  
 

Field Trip: Moscow! Moscow! Moscow! On the 
night of March 29

th
 our group took the midnight train to 

Moscow. Upon arrival we embarked on an informative 
city tour, stopping at Red Square (where some of our 
students saw Paula Abdul!), the Novodevichiy 
Monastery, The Cathedral of Christ the Savior, and 
Sparrow Hills. Two Russian students from the SPSU 
School of Political Science joined us for this field trip 
and our students very much enjoyed interacting with 
them in Russian. On Saturday morning, our students 
visited the mausoleum of Vladimir Lenin and St. 
Basil’s Cathedral before our tour of the Kremlin.  
 

 
 

In their free time, our students took in the baths at the 
historic Sanduny banya, enjoyed the paintings of 
Kandinsky and Malevich at the New Tretyakov 
Gallery, and shopped for souvenirs at Izmailovsky 
Park. On Sunday, students had the choice of visiting 
the Tretyakov Gallery, the Russian Air & Space 
Museum and VDNKh or the newly renovated Battle of 
Borodino Panorama Museum, a turning point in the 
War of 1812 with Napoleon whose 200-year 
anniversary will be celebrated this year. This 
semester we added a night bus tour around Moscow 
and were the first to walk along Red Square after it 
had been closed (see photo above). 

 
New Activity: Matryoshka Doll Painting! On March 
18

th
, our students were invited to take part in a 

matryoshka doll painting class. These nesting dolls, 
which have become an unofficial symbol of Russia, 
were first carved and painted by Russian artists at the 
end of the 19

th
 century and were actually inspired by 

Japanese nesting dolls. Drew Grossmann (Penn 
State, pictured above) says, “It was a great 
experience. I got to understand how much skill and 
effort goes into every doll and I even was able to 
come away with a doll of my own.” 
 

New Activity: Discussion Group On April 24
th
, 

students from CIEE and SPSU School of Political 
Science took part in a discussion about democracy in 
Russia and the rule of law. Students debated the 
appropriateness of the Western model of democracy 
for the realities of Russian society and government. It 
was a lively discussion and a good chance for 
students to get to know one another. 
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CIEE Cultural Program Highlights: During Russian 
Travel Week, many of our students explored Russia 
and the former Soviet Union. We had students in 
Georgia, Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, and the Russian 
cities of Kazan, Krasnodar, and Yekaterinburg. Upon 
their return, we visited the Baltika Brewery, one of the 
most successful post-Soviet companies in Russia. On 
the 14

th
 of April, our Academic Year Program (AYP) 

took an exclusive tour of the town of Kronshtadt—
former home of the Russian Baltic Fleet and until 
1996 completely off-limits to Russian civilians and 
foreigners. Students were able to go down into the 
newly completed dam which protects St. Petersburg 
from floods, a civic works project that lasted 30 years. 
 

Academic Highlights: All Academic Year Program 
students were enrolled in a very difficult and intensive 
Translation course this spring. Sarah Lass (Kenyon) 
states, “We were lucky to have Dr. Sokolova for 
Translation—she not only expanded our Russian 
vocabulary, but also our English.” This semester our 
Resident Director, Irina Makoveeva, taught the 
Russian Cinema course for the Russian Area Studies 
Program (RASP). Megan Lueders (U. Nebraska – 
Omaha) told us that she particularly enjoyed, “learning 
about Socialist Realism in Soviet films and analyzing 
how the Soviet Union conveyed their ideals through 
film.” We completed Oral Proficiency Interview (OPI) 
pre- and post-testing for CIEE students. One of our 
AYP students Zachary Palomo (U. of Rochester) has 
taken the OPI three times, “I enjoy the OPI because I 
can evaluate my skills by gauging the complexity of 
the questions. I’ve noticed that as I become more 
proficient in Russian, the interviewers ask me more 
complex questions and my ability to discuss such 
topics shows the progress I’ve made.” 
 

Cultural Event: CIEE Smolny Spring Ball: In mid- 
March, our Ball Committee started discussing the 
theme and script for the ball as well as the ballroom 
decorations and dances on the ball “menu”. In April 
dance lessons began. Ekaterina Smirnova, a former 
ballerina in the Mariinsky (“Kirov”) Ballet, guided the 
students through the steps of the pollonaise, polka 
and waltz. 

 
 

Preceding the ball, our Student Services Assistant, 
Katya Rubtsova, gave a talk on the ball etiquette in 
high society. On April 26

th
, we held our 4

th
 Annual 

CIEE Smolny Spring Ball and it was a smashing 
success. The song performed by Shannon Yoshikawa 
(Mt. Holyoke College, below in the center) provoked a 
jealous duel between our student helper Pavel 
Sergeev (SPSU) and Gabriel Mathews (Occidental).  

 
Gabriel’s “second” in the duel, Robert Collins (CU-
Boulder), says, “I definitely enjoyed the theatrical 
aspect and it gave me a chance to build a character 
for my costume, which made my pictures cooler as 
well.” 
 

 
 

With all our students in period costumes it was as 
though we had all stepped back in time. By a tally of 
votes, Evan Emenegger (U. Washington) and Raisa 
Monroe-Yavneh (UCSB) were crowned King and 
Queen of the Ball! 

 

Jarlath McGuckin, Student Services Manager      Telephone: +7.812.576.4494 
CIEE Study Center in St. Petersburg, Russia        Cell: +7.965.784.1513 
Email: jmcguckin@ciee.org        Fax: +7.812.576.4494 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Field Trip: Pskov: The last weekend in April, our 
group visited the region of Pskov. We toured the 
historic Pskov kremlin and its Trinity Cathedral 
(founded in 1138, above). Pskov is located to the 
south of St. Petersburg and the warm weather was a 
welcome treat for our students who have been 
through a long northern winter. We stayed in 
neighboring Pushkinskie Gory (“Pushkin Hills”) where 
the poet Alexander Pushkin is buried. On Sunday we 
visited his mother’s rural estate Mikhailovskoe and the 
historically reconstructed town of Bugrovo where 
students learned about the life of an average farmer 
in the early 19

th
 century. Angela Gibbs (U. 

Minnesota), Amber Vanderpool (U. Alaska), Katya 
Rubtsova and Tyler Holl (Georgetown) soak in the 
rural life on the barn’s swing.  

In the evening, our group enjoyed Russian barbecue 
(“shashlik”) and experienced the Russian banya at 
our hotel. On Monday, we travelled to the ancient 
fortress of Izborsk and on to one of the most holy 
sites of Russian Orthodoxy, the Holy Dormition 
Pskov-Caves Monastery. 

 

Sports: Soccer and Lacrosse This semester CIEE 
has set up pick-up soccer games with students from 
the School of Political Science and other departments 
of St. Petersburg State University. It has been a great 
way to interact with local students and stay in shape 
at the same time! 

 
 
The St. Petersburg White Knights  lacrosse team (in 
black above) defeated the Moscow Rebels 5-2 in a 
hard fought win on May 13

th
 with the help of CIEE 

students Peter Korniyenko (CU-Colorado Springs), 
Tyler Layman (Davidson) and  Justin Trzepacz (UT-
Austin). Two years of CIEE lacrosse players have 
coached and supported the fledgling St. Petersburg 
club lacrosse team with game expertise and 
equipment donations. Tyler Layman says, “Doing 
lacrosse this year has really helped me meet 
Russians.” 
 
 
Thank you for sending us such a great group of 
students. We look forward to the semesters to come! 
 
 

All the best, 
 
 

Всего доброго (fsyevo dobrovo), 
 
 
 

Jarlath McGuckin 
Student Services Manager 
 
Katya Rubtsova 
Student Services Assistant 
 
Irina Navrotskaya 
Financial and Administrative Coordinator 
 
Irina Makoveeva 
Resident Director 
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