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Students spent a weekend in October volunteering in the rural town of Dajao, R.D.

Rural Work Retreat II

CIEE’s Fabulous 3-Day Excursion to Samaná, Nov 23-25

For our second Rural Retreat of this semester,
we traveled to the remote town of Dajao to
collaborate on a latrine project with Peace Corps
Volunteers Scott and Meaghan. According to
their accounts, they were stationed in this
extremely rural community—quite possibly the
most remote assignment in the entire DR—
because they are a married couple. The closest
city of Santiago Rodriguez is only accessible via
motorcycle or 4x4 vehicle.

All aboard!

Setting out from Santiago on Friday morning,
we traveled by bus for an hour and a half to our
meeting location with the PCV Meaghan. She

continued on page 2

The Peninsula of Samaná, once
isolated from the rest of the country,
is now the fastest growing tourist
region in the Dominican Republic.
We´re lucky enough to be able to visit
before its shores are filled by hotels.
In fact, the new Atlantic Coast
Highway to Las Terrenas was just
opened one year ago to reveal 40
kilometers of virgin beaches, palm
trees, soaring green mountains, and
a giant cave that students were
happy to explore and photograph.
With the Hotel Colibrí in Las
Terrenas as a base, our 3-day
excursion of this historic and
ecological paradise began on Friday
afternoon with the choice of a hike
with Victorino, a local naturalist, up
to the stunningly beautiful waterfall
known as Salto Limón or to the City
of Santa Bárbara de Samaná to get to
know an historian of her people, the
octogenarian Martha Wilmore--her
great grandparents were among the

freed African American slaves from
Philadelphia (they arrived there via
the Underground Railroad from the
South), who accepted the invitation
of the island´s president in the 1820s
to settle Samaná.

Red mangroves in Los Haitises

On Saturday, we all rode across the
peninsula´s central mountains to a
boat that waited to sail us across the
Bay of Samaná to the “bird islands” of
Los Haitises National Park and to
cruise up a mangrove-filled river to
the incredible Cueva de la Línea, with
continued on page 3
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Rural Work Retreat II cont’d from page 1
arranged a local driver to transport us in the back of his rugged
4x4 cargo truck for the remaining hour and a half ride to Dajao,
crossing through rivers and over seemingly endless dilapidated
roads to get there. Feeling relieved to finally step down from the
bumpy vehicle, reality soon set in as we arrived in Dajao and saw
that there was truly not much to see. Save for a few scattered
wooden houses and the ever so tiny local colmado (convenience
store), Dajao’s spectacular natural landscape was nearly
unscathed by buildings or other structures.

Building is always better with a good sense of humor

Our volunteer task began on day one, as we prepped our
building materials—hacksaws, wood, hammers, and nails—
to build our first latrine. With support from local
handymen, our group assembled one complete structure by
sundown. In the evening we all joined together for a
communal dinner of tuberous vegetables, eggs, and
spaghetti. The next day was full of activity. We split up the
group into four teams so that some could work on the wood
and zinc building
structures, while others
learned to lay steelreinforced concrete slabs
used as the base of the
latrines. By the end of the
exhausting day, we had
finished nearly four
complete latrines, which
should support the
community’s needs to
protect its underground
watershed and assist with
its waste disposal,
hopefully limiting the
public health risks to the
very poor residents of
Dajao. Saturday night
was full of fun and games
John wows Devon and a local boy
with his hammering skills
as PCV Meaghan hosted a
youth talent show, and all the community members showed
up and danced to folk music with our students. Sunday
morning we took a hike to a local river, whose untainted
crystalline waters reminded us of the immense natural
beauty that can be found in many parts of the rural
Dominican Republic. One hopes that the discovery of gold
in the nearby hills will not claim Dajao’s splendid
ecosystem as another victim of destructive mineral
exploitation as it has in much of the central Dominican
Republic.

Racial Incident at CIEE Work Retreat—
by Kimberly Simmons (Trinity University)
During our second Rural Work Retreat of the semester,
which took place in an isolated mountain pueblo near Villa
de los Almácigos, my friend Jana and I were joking around
with three little boys from the pueblo who appeared to be
between 6 and 10 years old. We heard them whispering
secrets, and when we asked “Que fue?” (“What
happened?”), they would run to a nearby hole and hide in
it. I thought it was pretty cute. Two of the boys were of a
light complexion and one was of a darker complexion. None
of them had shoes on, and two also had barely any clothes
on, while the other one was fully clothed. The one who
looked to be the oldest and was fully clothed, looked at me
and said, “Haitiano, que feo” (“Haitians, how ugly they
are”), then laughed. This caught me off guard, not because
he made the comment, because I had already been fully
prepared to hear this type of comment, but I wasn´t
prepared to hear it from children. Jana scolded him and we
proceeded to tell him that being dark skinned was not ugly
and that we are all from the same African blood, so we are
all beautiful.
If I could re-do it, I would have asked the little boy why he
said that instead of immediately telling him that what he
said was wrong and trying to convince him that our beliefs
were the right ones. I would have taken the time to hear his
side of the story. I think that he would have taken more
time to hear and understand what we were saying if we had
taken the time to hear and understand what he was saying.

Lots to be Thankful For—CIEE
Thanksgiving Luncheon, November 22
Lynne, just back from CIEE´s Annual Conference in
Shanghai, opened her home to around 50 CIEE students,
professors, and administrators from PUCMM and ALPI (a
local language institute) for a fabulous Thanksgiving
Luncheon. CIEE/Lynne provided maple-baked ham and
two huge stuffed-and-baked turkeys, and our students
brought the rest of all the trimmings. The hit of the day
was the hot corn “spoonbread” provided by Stephanie and
Lilja. Just like back in the U.S., we were a “family” and
enjoyed each other´s company tremendously while
partaking of the celebratory feast.

Digging in to some delicious home cooking.

Samaná cont’d from page 1
its hundreds of Taíno pictographs, including one of a
spouting humpback whale, evidence that these magnificent
creatures have been migrating annually for centuries to
the Bay of Samaná to birth their young.
We had lunch
on the tiny cay
known as Cayo
Levantado and
way too much
delicious food
for dinner back
in Las
Terrenas.
Sunday was a
free day.
Students
enjoyed Hotel
Colibrí´s pool,
Jacuzzi, and
beach, and
explored the
town and its
surrounding
Spelunking en route to Samaná
beaches. None
of ever wants to leave Samaná, but of course, we had to go
back to Santiago and prepare for the last two weeks of
classes and final exams.

The Gay Experience in Santiago, R.D.
by Rae Albert (Fordham University)
I cannot speak on every aspect of the gay experience in the
Dominican Republic, but I would like to share some of my
experiences as a feminine, “out” lesbian who has been
living in Santiago for what is now almost four months.
Although perhaps only a relatively small number of people
may relate directly to my story, I feel called to share it in
the hope that I can help someone else find their voice.
Before arriving in the Dominican Republic, I did my
research on LGBT (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender)
rights in this country. I needed to make sure that I wasn’t
going to one of those places where homosexuality is
punishable by imprisonment, death, or anything crazy like
that. I found that the situation here is not quite that bad.
Homosexuality is legal, but there are no laws to protect
LGBT people from discrimination or hate crimes. Same sex
marriage? Forget about it; the government only recognizes
matrimony between a man and a woman. I wasn’t planning
on getting married here, so that wasn’t an immediate
concern for me. I recognized, however, that where there
are not laws to protect gay people, there is also most often
a homophobic culture. I already knew that Dominican
culture is heavily influenced by machismo and by
Catholicism. I felt that I would be safer and that I would
live more comfortably if I hid my sexual orientation. I was
therefore determined to be in the closet for the first and
only time in my life.

When I actually began living in Santiago, I found my
experience to be quite different from what I had expected.
To my surprise, I met an openly gay Dominican student at
PUCMM within my first week of living here. I saw how she
was able to be honest with her friends and family about
her sexual orientation, even while she lived in a culture
dominated by machismo and plagued by homophobia. She
inspired me, and the day I met her I decided that I could
not be closeted during my time here. I realized that I owe
it to myself to be honest about who I am and that perhaps
I also owe it to other gay people who have not yet found
their voice to express who they are.
Since then, I have received support and have been
accepted by all of the other CIEE students in my group
and by the CIEE staff. Most surprisingly, I have also found
acceptance and support from the Dominican friends that I
have made. It’s not that I go around campus declaring that
I am a lesbian, but the people that I have met and have felt
comfortable coming out to, for the most part have been
very accepting and open. There was a moment when
homosexuality became the topic of discussion in one of my
classes. I was really touched when a straight Haitian
student passionately expressed his support for gay rights
and another Dominican student added that a gay person
should have the right to hold his or her partner’s hand in
the street without problems. It has been this support—
unspoken and spoken, direct and indirect—that has made
me a little more comfortable being gay and “out” in this
country.

CIEE´s Trip to Dajabón on the
Dominican-Haitian Border, Nov. 30
On a Friday near the end of every semester, students
enrolled in PUCMM´s “Dominican-Haitian Relations” class
go on a day trip to Dajabón—Fridays and Mondays are
Open-Market days there at the border. We invite all the
other CIEE students to come along, too, for it´s a trip that
combines political, economic, and historic insights about
the region—and is fun as well.

The group in Haitian territory with the newly
remodeled marketplace in the background.

Our Resident Director, Lynne Guitar, who has a Ph.D. in
History and Anthropology, gives an abbreviated class
aboard the bus, explaining the political-historical
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background of Dominican-Haitian relations in the Dajabón/
Ounaminthe region and the current economic importance
of the open market. Afterwards, we have lunch in Monte
Cristi, then spend a couple of hours at one of the most
beautiful but difficult-to-access beaches on the North Coast,
the Playa Detrás del Morro.

The very unique Playa Detras del Morro

CIEE Hike up the Río Gurabo to the
Charco de los Indios, October 26
Despite heavy clouds, it only sprinkled on us a bit during
our hike up the Río Gurabo to the Canyón Grande of
Monción, up in the Cordillera Central, the island´s central
mountain chain. In that isolated region is a site that locals
call the Charco de los Indios, a series of three watersculpted swimming holes that were obviously sacred to the
native Taínos because there is a 50-feet-tall head of a Taíno
spirit-god carved into the cliff like the backdrop of a natural
stage.
Although in ruins today, it is the only example of indigenous
monumental architecture in the Caribbean. On the way
home, students were able to dig for millions-of-years-old
fossil clams in a mountainside that was once a sand dune at
the bottom of the sea, and to visit the ranch and casabe
factory of Lynne´s friend, Mecho Castillo.

Volunteering
by Jana C. Dorsey (Purdue University)
Upon my arrival in the
Dominican Republic, I knew
that I wanted to do something
more outside of campus life.
After touring a few
volunteering sites, I fell in love
with the kids at a guardaría
(nursery) in the Zona Franca
(Free Trade Zone). Each
Thursday or Friday I would go
to help a classroom of twoyear-olds. After a stressful
week of exams or
presentations, there would be
no better feeling than walking
into the classroom and
hearing 25 toddlers yell "Hola,
tia!!" (Hello, auntie!) as they
ran up to hug me. The teacher
and I formed a very close bond
and we would often laugh and
joke together. I helped to feed
the children their lunch, bathe them, dress them, and
helped them to settle down for their afternoon nap.
Volunteering at the nursery each week was a culturally
stimulating and thought-provoking experience. Being in the
neighborhood of the Zona Franca and taking public
transportation to and from the site each time, always left
me with a story. I am grateful to have been able to volunteer
with the children. I learned just as much from them as they
learned from me.

Welcome José
Tejada, Liberal
Arts’ Newest
CIEE/PUCMM
Intern
This November we bid
adieu to Mibra Díaz, our
marvelous assistant/
intern of two years, who
was accepted into a
prestigious Masters
program in the capital.
Upon Mibra’s departure, José Tejada—a PUCMM student of
Hotel Management—was brought onto our team. José wears
many hats, balancing his studies while working part time as
our intern. He takes part in many social groups, including a
dance troupe, promotion staff for a travel agency, Free Hugs
in DR (Abrazadores RD), and as a student guide at PUCMM
among others. His experience volunteering as a support
student in the International Student Office for the past
three years prepared him well to work with the many
personalities of foreign students and understand the

Students swim in the charco’s natural pools.

challenges inherent in exchange programs. José is
enthusiastic about his new position with CIEE stating:
“I thank God for the opportunity to allow me to work
for the CIEE program in Santiago because it is an
honor to belong to the CIEE Program as an intern.
The staff with whom I work is excellent—I feel at
home already. The opportunity to meet people from
all over the world, grow culturally, make friends,
volunteer doing community service…this work is
excellent for a college student to grow both
personally and professionally!”
We are excited to have José as part of our team.
Marcus, Mibra, Lilja and Kaitlin

Fiesta de Despedida
Friday, December 7th, was a bittersweet date as it marked
the last time we were all together as a group. It was
primarily an evening to celebrate all the fun both CIEE
Liberal Arts staff and students have had this semester, and
the love and joy we have shared with each other, our host
families, the Estudiantes de Apoyo (support students), our
drivers, and PUCMM ́s professors and administrators. The
late afternoon began with an obligatory Return to U.S./
Reverse Culture Shock Workshop to prepare students for
their return to the U.S., and ended with our famous Fiesta de
Despedida, full of music, dancing, songs, funny skits, good
food, and great company.

Everybody to the dance floor.
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Jana, Rae, and Kassandra
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Staff photo, left to right: José, Lynne, Ryan, and Melba
Please do not hesitate to contact us if we can help you in any way
whatsoever. We’re available by office phone, fax, e-mail, or cell
phone for emergency calls.
Office: (809) 580-1962 Ext. 4449
Fax: (809) 971-0321.
Office hours are Monday-Friday 8:30am to 12:30pm and
2:30-5:00pm

We celebrated Abi, Frances and Heather’s December birthdays.

Dr. Lynne Guitar (Ph.D.), Resident Director
LGuitar@ciee.org Cell phone: (809) 481-4656
Ryan Bowen Resident Coordinator
RBowen@ciee.org Cell phone: (809) 399-9186
Melba González, Program Assistant
MGonzalez@pucmmsti.edu.do Cell phone: (809) 668-9651
José Tejada, Intern
joser_06@hotmail.com Cell phone: (809) 309-6006

