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Greetings from St. Petersburg, Russia! You have sent
us more students than we have ever had before! Our
ninety-four students have kicked off the semester
with lots of enriching cultural events, fascinating new
courses and beneficial extra-curricular activities to mix
with the Russian students of the Political Science
Department of St. Petersburg State University
(SPbGU). Let’s take a look!
Spotlight on Academics: New Courses:
Russian Fairy Tales
The Cultural Myths and Realities of St.
Petersburg
Russian Word Formation
Our Resident Director, Dr. Irina Makoveeva, is
teaching a brand-new course this semester for the
Russian Area Studies Program (RASP): Russian
Fairy Tales. Though the course title may conjure up
one’s childhood, the course is far from a walk in the
woods. The discourse of the class is rooted in literary
theory and the readings definitely give students
something to sink their teeth into. “I like how the class
offers insight into the Russian character and the core
ideas behind the Russian soul,” says Tyler Buckley
(UC-Santa Barbara). Following the success of the
Myths of St. Petersburg course this summer, Dr.
Leonid Loshenkov is teaching this interdisciplinary
course again which examines the Petersburg text in
Russian culture. This fall, our advanced-level students
of the Russian Language Program (RLP) are taking
Russian Word Formation. This challenging course
introduces a systematic approach to penetrating the
magic of prefixes, suffixes and roots.
CIEE St. Petersburg in Research: SOPI + OPI
This semester we continue the joint project between
CIEE and the Center for Applied Linguistics (CAL).
This study examines the linguistic benefit of living with
a host family trained to support language learning.
Today one-third of our host families have been trained
in these techniques and they use them around the
dinner table. Following our trend in the last year to
measure the oral proficiency progress of our students
using the most widely accepted test in the US (OPI)
we completed OPI pre-testing for Academic Year
students and RASP students which will be followed by
post-testing in December.

Jarlath McGuckin, Student Services Manager
CIEE Study Center in St. Petersburg, Russia
Email: jmcguckin@ciee.org

New Club: Model U.N.
Ruxi Zhang (Secretary General of her Model U.N. team at
Macalester), has teamed up with Viktoriya Kobzistaya, a
second-year student at SPbGU, to create a Model U.N. Club
at the Department of Political Science.
The goal of this club is to learn how the United Nations works,
passionately debate current events and practice diplomacy in
Russian and English. The first meeting was a huge success
with over twenty students attending. The students will vie for
spots on the SPbGU Model U.N. team that goes to Moscow
for the national championships.
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New Integration Project: U.S. – Russian Pub Quiz!
Over thirty students took part in the first ever CIEE U.S.Russian Pub Quiz on October 19th. The questions were
prepared by our Quizmaster Austin Davis (U. Miami-Ohio)
and CIEE staff. In a relaxed atmosphere, four mixed
U.S./Russian teams competed for glory. The questions
touched on Russian and U.S. history as well as joint RussoAmerican relations (including an obligatory Rocky IV
brainteaser). This was a very fun way to integrate our
students with the Political Science students of SPbGU.

Telephone: +7.812.576.4494
Cell: +7.965.784.1513
Fax: +7.812.576.4494

New Event: Alumni Weekend
There are currently twenty-two CIEE St. Petersburg
alumni living in different parts of Russia. Twelve of them
gathered for the weekend in St. Petersburg. We started
with an informal dinner (with Georgian flavor) at our
Resident Director’s home. During this interaction, we even
got to interview some of our alumni to get at the root of
their fascination with Russia and how it beckoned them
back here. We will share the video with you soon.
Harkening back to old times, we then enjoyed a concert of
Jarlath, Student Services Manager, at a local pub. The
next day, the group took a steam at our local Russian
banya, the most culturally appropriate closure for such a
weekend.

Student Cultural Activities: Early on this semester, we
continued our tradition of taking our students to the city’s
most fascinating theatrical performances: Tchaikovsky’s
Swan Lake, Minkus’ La Bayadere and Don Quixote, and
Puccini’s La Boheme.

Overnight Field Trip: Novgorod
Our first weekend of the semester was spent in the
ancient city of Novgorod. The students enjoyed the slower
pace of this smaller city and the historical atmosphere
surrounding them. We were able to invite FIVE Russian
students from the Political Science Department to join us
for this wonderful weekend which really cemented
friendships between our groups.
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Integration Event: Game Night!
We had another successful Game Night this
semester. The halls of Smolny Monastery were filled
with the laughter of former Cold War adversaries
playing Alias (A Russian version of Taboo!), charades
(called “Crocodile” in Russian), Mafia, Clue, and Tik
Tok Boom! Robert Casty (Georgetown, below) tries to
explain a term in Russian without gestures or saying
the word.

Activity: Matryoshka Doll Painting Master Class
Eleven eager students were inducted into the art of
painting matryoshka dolls after class on October 23rd.
Their teacher was the Head of the Folk Art University
of St. Petersburg. These nesting dolls take great
patience to paint since the canvas keeps getting
smaller with each doll!

Discussion Club!
This month we gathered a group of Russian and CIEE
students to discuss the topic: “The role of religion in
Russian society and politics.” We discussed a bill
currently being debated in the Duma, Russian
Orthodox Church scandals and the case of the
feminist punk rock collective Pussy Riot. A lively
discussion ensued!
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Sports: Soccer, Lacrosse, Basketball!
Since the beginning of the semester, CIEE students
have been playing pick-up soccer games with SPbGU
students and faculty members. Keary Iarussi (U.
Miami-Ohio), Zach Sessa (College of Wooster),
William Sinkula (UVM), and Jarlath McGuckin joined
the St. Petersburg White Knights lacrosse team and
will be playing in the National Championship against
the Moscow Rebels on November 2nd. Lesley
Kucharski (U. Michigan) is playing basketball with
SPbGU weekly and has this to say:

U.S. Election: Voting Party! The U.S. Consulate
organized a party at the Anglo-American School in St.
Petersburg complete with hot dogs, hamburgers and
lemonade. Students learned how to absentee vote at
our semesterly meeting with the staff of the U.S.
Consulate and then joined other Americans at the
party on October 5th. All said they felt good about
exercising their right to vote. Here’s part of our group
around the “polling station.”

“In order to avoid clinging to my American comrades
for comfort, with the help of CIEE, I began to play
basketball with Russian students at SPbGU. Not only
do I feel like I'm at home when I'm on the court, but I
get to practice my Russian skills in a setting outside of
the classroom and away from the crowd of
Americans. I have made some new friends with whom
I have already hung out with on the weekends.”

New Staff Member: Anton Stepanov
We are pleased to welcome a new member to our
Study Center: Anton Stepanov is a recent graduate of
the Political Science Department of St. Petersburg
State University. Anton has been a sobesednik at our
Study Center since 2010 and is doing a great job
helping our students on a daily basis.

SPbGU Lecture: Alexey Kudrin:
On October 4th, Alexey Kudrin, Russia’s Finance
Minister from 2000 – 2011, gave a speech at the
Economics Department of St. Petersburg State
University entitled, “The Fate of the Euro and the
Second Wave of the Worldwide Economic Crisis.”
Katie Dickson (U. Rochester) was there to see the
speech and meet Mr. Kudrin afterwards:
“I've studied Mr. Kudrin's policies and
economic reforms from my home university
and I really admire his policies. It was an
incredible opportunity to actually hear him
speak and meet him in person. Not only is he
a very intelligent and forward thinking
politician, he was also a genuinely nice
person.”

This week we are flying to Kiev and then taking an
overnight train to Moscow. In the next issue of
Window to the Best we will share with you our
students’ adventures during Russian Travel Week
and our fall signature project Diskoteka of the 90s.
All the best,

  (fsyevo dobrovo),
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